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AREA Members:
AREA is off to a great start in 2017. We continue to ramp
up for a stellar conference in Washington, D.C., USA. The
annual conference is in my city this year and I for one am
thrilled to share all Washington, D.C. has to offer. The programming is shaping up tremendously. Not only are there
great speakers and posters - but there are field experiences
this year so you can see and experience parts of Washington
D.C. from a local's perspective.

Visit http://area.isa-arbor.com/ for the latest AREA and industry announcements and events.
Sincerely,

AREA EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
President

Jess Sanders

Jess Sanders
President-Elect

Jess Sanders
AREA President

Anand Persad
Vice President

In this issue you will read about some of the AREA funded
student travel grants. These grants help bring future arborists from around the world and help to immerse them in an
arborist conference - bringing them to share their research
and network with all the industry has to provide. I am
enthusiastic that my year as president of AREA coincides
with the conference in Washington D.C. and look forward
to seeing all of you there!

Alessio Fini
Secretary/Treasurer

Jake Miesbauer
Past President

Andrew Koeser
COR Representative
Picture courtesy of A. Bynum

Mark your calendars...
2017 International Tree Climbing Championship—28-30 July
2017 ISA Annual Conference—29 July - 2 August
Washington, D.C. (U.S. National Arboretum and Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center)

Richard Hauer
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Student Opportunities
AREA Student Travel Grants Awarded

2017 ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show
AREA believes that the future of Arboriculture and Urban Forestry research lies in
the development of today’s students. AREA reviewed the prestigious applicants this
year for the student travel grant and awarded to the following five individuals.

Khadija Bourne

Khadija has been working with the Forestry Division, Trinidad and Tobago for the
past five years and has been studying MSc Occupational and Environmental Health
and Safety for the past three years. Prior to this, Khadija graduated with a BSc in
Environmental and Natural Resources Management.

Introducing the 2017 AREA Travel Grant Award Recipients:

Khadija has a passion for forestry and also has a vested interest in worker's health.
She successfully found a unique way to marry the two fields. She works diligenly
for the love of trees and the intrinsic value that they provide to the environment
and ecosystem.

Bimal Aryal

Fang Fang

Aryal is from Nepal. From an early age, Aryal was aware of the devastation that can
result fnom poor forest management. A forest fire destroyed his village when he
was a boy; this had a direct impact on Aryal's future.
Before moving to Canada, he worked as a Consultant (Environmental
Monitor) in the Nepal Electricity Authority, funded by World Bank. Bimal's role
was to lead the unit office and monitor daily activities with respect to environmental, social, health, and safety issues. He conducted stakeholder consultations with
affected communities, in particular, Community Forest User Groups. He conducted
meetings with district/local government officials, such as Forest Officers, to discuss
the issues and status of the environmental activities of the project. Discussions
often revolved on how to preserve community forests and explore possible
solutions for forest conservation.
His research interests include urban forestry, community forest management, climate change, biodiversity, natural resource management, and sustainable development. Currently Bimal is undertaking a Masters inEnvironmental Studies (MES)
program at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Bimal research
work focuses on optimal spacing of street trees; examining the factors that affect
the spacing of newly planted street trees in Halifax, Canada.

Fang is a PhD candidate major in geography at West Virginia University. Her
undergraduate program focused on urban and rural management/planning. This
is basis for Fang's research area which focuses on tree species discrimination with
remote sensing imagery for both urban and rural settings. As a member of Association of American Geographers (AAG), Fang won second place in a 2016 Illustrated
Student Paper competition with the topic "Discriminating Tree Species Using
Crown-Scale Measurements: Fusing leaf-on LiDAR and high-resolution multispectral satellite data". This project is also part of NASA West Virginia Space Grant
EPSCoR program.
Fang looks forward to the opportunity to communicate and network with professionals during the 2017 Annual ISA International Conference and Trade Show in
Washington, DC. As her 2018 graduation approaches, this experience will be great
preparation for her academic career in urban forestry.

Jessica Lompart

Jessica is a third year urban forestry student at the University of British Columbia
where she is minoring in urban greenspace management. Born in Ontario, Canada
where she lived for a number of years and has since spent the other half in beautiful
British Columbia. Jessica has always been drawn to the trees within urban settings
(particularly the deciduous species in Ontario and the conifers on the west coast).
Green spaces and local forests have been an integral part of her life and contribute
to many lasting memories.
CO N T I N U E D O N PA G E 3
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Jessica knew early on that she needed to focus her studies in a manner that
would allow her input on the management of City trees. Jessica is extremely
grateful to be able to pursue a career in forestry and have a chance at finding a
vocation within the industry once she graduates from UBC.

Ryan Vogel

Ryan grew up in New York City where he learned to appreciate the natural
environment and the importance of green space in the urban landscape. Relocating to Miami, he then discovered his passion for the natural sciences. After
graduating from Florida International University (FIU) and interning as an
arborist at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, Ryan was hired as the director
of the FIU Nature Preserve with the major responsibility of co-managing the
university’s urban forestry program.
As a municipal certified arborist, Ryan has worked on various urban tree studies, ecological restoration projects, and interpretive education
programs. Currently, he is a first year dual degree M.S./MCRP student in both
the School of Environment and Natural Resources and the Knowlton School
of Architecture for City and Regional Planning, at The Ohio State University.
Ryan's research area is urban forestry with a focus on how the invasive tree
Callery pear (Pyrus calleryana) affects urban forest management planning in
central Ohio.

2017 ISA PRE-CONFERENCE
WORKSHOPS AND TOURS
28 July - 30 July

Register now (limited seating)!

Tree Anatomy, Aerial Rescue, Up By Roots, Pruning,
Job Site Safety, Plant Diagnostics, Trees and Soils, AND
MORE!
Check out a full schedule here:
https://eventmobi.com/isa2017/
Come early and participate in pre-conference workshops and enjoy the
International Tree Climbing Championship at the U.S. National Arboretum.
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Pre-College Course

There’s a shortage of qualified workers in the tree care industry; many of you
have probably experienced it firsthand. Training new employees who have no
experience takes time away from production; hiring employees who have at least
a basic understanding of arboriculture means the new hires can get up to speed
on the crew more quickly. Not all new hires will have the benefit of a Stockbridge
/ UMass Arboriculture degree, but we can give them a good start. For the past
three summers, UMass and Stockbridge have offered a “pre-college” course in
Arboriculture & Urban Forestry for high school students. In the course, students
get an overview of the Arboriculture & Urban Forestry curriculum that two- and
four-year students at Stockbridge and UMass take. We hope to offer the course
again this summer, but we need enough students to cover the costs. The course will
run for one week (35 hours of training—in the classroom and in the field) in July
2017.
During the course, students learn the importance of safety, basic tree biology and
soil science, how to identify trees,
how to manage insect and disease
pests, how to prune and fertilize, and of course, some basic
tree climbing skills. Typically,
we spend the mornings inside,
in a classroom, and then the
afternoons outside climbing and
learning how to identify trees.
In addition to the course itself,
UMass provides a typical college
experience for students, who live
in dorms (unless they choose to
commute from home), eat at the dining commons, and participate in supervised
social activities with classmates. There are several other pre-college programs going
on at the same time, so there are lots of other high school students to meet and
make new friends.

Previous participants really liked their experience. We think the course is an excellent introduction to our profession, and a great way to attract young people to a
great career. We need your help to reach out to high school students and encourage
them to participate. Students don’t have to have any experience or special skills, just
a good attitude and an interest in learning about trees and being outside. This year,
we have several donations to sponsor at least two students to attend at a dramatically reduced cost.
Find more information by clicking on the link for “Urban Forestry,” at this website: http://www.umass.edu/summer/precollege.html or by contacting Brian Kane
(bkane@eco.umass.edu).

Call for Candidates
Vice-President for AREA Executive Committee
Deadline 15 April 2017

The Arboriculture Research and Education Academy (AREA) is seeking candidates to fill the position of Vice-President on their executive committee. To nominate someone (including yourself), please send nominee’s name, biography (picture
is optional), and a letter of interest/support to tduzan@isa-arbor.com by 15 April
2017.
The Vice-President assumes
the duties of secretary in
the secretary’s absence, and
serves as AREA liaison to the
Editorial Board of Arboriculture & Urban Forestry. The
Vice-President shall preside
during the President’s and
President-elect’s absence. This
role is a three year commitment, followed by a year as
Past President.

Picture by A. Bynum

Arboriculture & Urban Forestry Course for High School
Students at UMass
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UTGL field trip at the 2016 ISA Conference and Trade

Urban Tree Growth & Longevity
(UTGL)
Working Groups Update

By Lara A. Roman, Research Ecologist, US Forest Service,
Philadelphia Field Station, United States

Why do trees die in cities? What are ‘normal’ rates of tree growth and mortality in
urban areas? How can researchers and arboriculture professionals collaborate to
collect data on these topics in a consistent manner? These issues and more are the
purview of the Urban Tree Growth & Longevity Working Group (UTGL), affiliated
with AREA. Founded in 2010, our mission is “to foster communication among
researchers and professionals; enrich scientific exchange; and enhance – through
collaboration – the quality, productivity, and timeliness of research on tree growth,
mortality, and longevity.” The following are some recent accomplishments and
forthcoming products from UTGL.
• Urban Tree Monitoring (UTM) Protocols: Through an advisory group of
30 UTGL members representing diverse areas of expertise in urban forest
research and practice, we developed standard protocols for monitoring urban
trees. These methods build on existing tree inventory protocols while adding additional emphasis on precise and consistent recording of location and

•

•

UTGL field trip at the 2016 ISA Conference and Trade Show. Pictures courtesy of Deb Boyer

diameter at breast height Show. Pictures courtesy of Deb Boyer
(DBH) for purposes of
repeated measurements.
Our website has a working draft of the Field
Guide, which has already
been applied in several
projects across the US.
This Field Guide is being edited and turned
into a formal technical
report with funding from
the US Forest Service,
and we will also release
a companion Resource Guide, which offers guidelines for managing field
crews and long-term data sets, as well as lists of other useful references about
urban forestry field methods. This project has been led by Lara Roman, Greg
McPherson, Natalie van Doorn, and Bryant Scharenbroch, with many other
UTGL members contributing.
Pilot Test of Field Guide to Evaluate Citizen Science Data Quality: Since many
municipal arborists and non-profit urban forestry organizations are interested
in citizen science, we wanted to determine how well citizen scientists could
perform with our aforementioned Field Guide. We found that genus identification by volunteers was consistent with experts 90.7% of the time, with even
higher agreements for some common genera such as maples. When measuring
the DBH of single-stem trees, volunteers were within 1 inch of experts 93.3%
of the time. See the published study for more details, including a discussion
of the implications of using volunteers for the various objectives of urban tree
inventories and monitoring. Many UTGL members participated in the study,
including Bryant Scharenbroch, Johan Östberg, Lee Mueller, Jess Sanders, and
Andrew Koeser.
Assessment of Software Needs and Existing Software Options for Urban Tree
Monitoring: Although there are many software options for urban tree inventories, there have not been off-the-shelf systems designed for repeated data
collection towards monitoring of tree mortality and growth. This is a major
need for researchers and urban forestry professionals who seek to conduct
systematic monitoring. With funding from the US Forest Service, a report was
commissioned to evaluate user needs, identify monitoring software system
CO N T I N U E D O N PA G E 6
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requirements, assess the extent to which existing software systems meet those requirements,
and propose a potential new system to meet the
outlined needs. This report, written by Deb Boyer,
is available online.
• Rapid Urban Site Index Study: Because site conditions – such as soil characteristics and the built
environment – can impact urban tree health,
growth and survival, UTGL member and past chair Bryant Scharenbroch
developed a Rapid Urban Site Index (RUSI) to assess site conditions quickly.
The goal was to create an index useful for managers to understand site growing conditions. With support from the TREE Fund, RUSI has been field tested
across several cities, and a publication is forthcoming.
• UTGL Featured as a Case Study about Knowledge Co-Production in Urban
Forestry: There is a long history of researchers and professionals working
closely together in urban forestry, with a variety of forms and structures that
enable successful collaborations. In particular, some collaborations lead to
co-learning by all parties, and ultimately, to the production of new knowledge
that builds on strengths of scientists and practitioners. UTGL was featured in a
published study on this topic by Lindsay Campbell, Erika Svendsen, and Lara
Roman.
As the above projects indicate, we are an active Working Group that strives to
produce research and
other products that are
useful to urban forest
management. Many
more projects related
to urban tree growth,
longevity, and mortality
have been led by UTGL
members, which we
highlight in our quarterly newsletter. We
invite AREA members
to join our mailing list
(membership is free)
UTGL field trip at the 2016 ISA Conference and Trade Show. Pictures
and to check us out at

the ISA Conference and Trade Show. At the 2017 Conference, as in past years, we
will have our annual meeting (Monday July 31, 2:30-3:30pm) and a field trip (Sunday July 30, tentatively 1pm, free, details forthcoming).
Check out our website to learn more about us!

In the next issue International Perspective returns with
"Improving Species Selection for Paved Environment"
by Andrew Hirons
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Announcements
ISA Board of Directors—Member Elections
General Membership Election – Board of Director Seats

ISA is seeking to fill two seats on the ISA Board of Directors, and general
membership voting will begin 13 April 2017. The Nominating and Election
Committee has received and evaluated a qualified roster of nominees who
represent the diverse mix of ISA’s membership as potential leaders of our
Society.
ISA recognizes the importance of reflecting the diversity of its members
and markets through its staff, volunteer force, and governance. The varied
capabilities within our Society help ISA to anticipate and fulfill the needs of
its members and customers, both domestically and internationally, and to
provide high quality products and services. We believe that the wide array
of perspectives resulting from our diversity promotes innovation and business success.

General Membership Election – Nominating and Election
Committee Seats

ISA is also seeking to fill two seats on the Nominating and Elections Committee (NEC). This committee’s responsibility is to provide oversight to all
ISA elections. Under authority of the Board, the NEC is directed to recommend qualified nominees to the Board of Directors for open NEC seats. The
NEC may identify and recommend more qualified candidates than open
seats available. The Board will review the nominees recommended by the
NEC and will accept, reject, and/or modify the list of nominees for NEC positions.

Watch for Notice of Your Voting Ballot

ISA Member voting will be available by electronic means only. Polls will
be open from 13 April 2017 through 30 May
2017. In early April, ISA staff will email a link
to the voting ballot to ISA members who purchased their memberships by 31 March 2017.
Watch your inbox for your chance to vote, and
have a voice in this important decision.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
Pre-Conference Workshops
ISA is offering pre-conference workshops Friday, 28 July through Sunday, 30 July
including the three-day Tree Anatomy Workshop. View list of workshops and pricing
information on the registration page.
Monday – Wednesday Educational Sessions
Earn apprximately 15 CEUs with a choice of educational sessions to be held Monday
through Wednesday, 31 July - 2 August. All educational sessions will be held at the
Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center unless otherwise noted.
Wednesday Choose Your Own Adventure Day
Attend the general education sessions (including AREA presentations) or choose to
venture offsite with an educational tour or prepare for your ISA Municipal Specialist
exam.

•
•
•
•

ISA Municipal Specialist Certification Prep Course
SCA Field Day: History Meets Innovation
ISA Botanic Garden and US Capitol Tour
Casey Trees Tour

Desccriptions and pricing information are available on the registration page.
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Upcoming Events
AREA Meeting and Student Social
Monday, 31 July; 5:15 pm - 8:00 pm

Students, conference speakers, and attendees are encouraged
to take advantage of this opportunity to meet with Arboricultural Research and Education Academy (AREA) colleagues. The
event will begin at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention
Center with the annual AREA meeting at 5:15 pm followed by a
networking social from 6-8pm at the Public House.
Some drinks and appetizers will be provided with your ticket.
Special recognition will be given to the 2017 AREA student
travel grant recipients and ISA Student Ambassadors.

Trees People and the Built Environment
Edgbaston, Birmingham, United Kingdom
5 – 6 April 2017
The triennial conference is a unique gathering of built and natural environment
professionals, working towards the shared goal of enhancing green infrastructure. It provides an important platform for collaboration between professions
and offers new research on the environmental, social and economic benefits of
urban trees. For more information visit the website: http://www.charteredforesters.org/2016/11/early-bird-booking-opens-for-trees-people-and-the-built-environment-3/

GREEN Infrastructure: Nature Based Solutions for
Sutstainable and Resilient Cities
Orviento, Italy
4 – 7 April 2017

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend the AREA
meeting held at the Gaylord
National Convention Center.

For more information visit the website: http://www.greeninurbs.com/registration/

EFUF 2017
Barcelona, Spain
31 May – 2 June 2017
More information: http://efuf2017.amb.cat/#

A ticket (purchased in
advance) will be required to
attend the networking social
at the Public House (limited
seating).

Advanced Course on Biomechanics of the Trees
Pistoia, Italy
5-9 July 2017
Intended for Ph.D. students, post-doc scientists, researchers, professors,
technicians, and municipal arborists with a sound background in plant biology
and arboriculture, this course will offer advanced knowledge and training
on basic themes, as well as research results related to plant physiology and
biomechanics, with special focus on plant stability. English will be the official
CO N T I N U E D O N PA G E 9
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language. Simultaneous interpretation in Italian will be provided.
The course will be held at the Uniser Consortium building, walking distance
from the Pistoia railway station. Pisotia is about 30 minutes from Florence,
Italy, by train or car. The course schedule will include 18 hours of lectures and
six hours of field work distributed over four days, beginning Monday, 5 June,
in the afternoon and ending Friday, 9 June, at lunchtime. The course director is
Professor Francesco Ferrini, University of Florence.
Speakers include Barry Gardiner, Bruno Moulia, Duncan Slater, Brian Kane,
Frank Telewski, and Edward Gilman.
The application deadline is 15 May 2017. For more information and an online
application, contact Mr. Francesco Baroncini.

IUFRO Wind and Trees Conference 2017
Boulder, Colorado, United States
17 – 21 July 2017

ISA International Conference & Trade Show with ITCC
Washington, D.C., United States
28 July – 2 August 2017
The ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show provides a forum
for the exchange of information and opportunities to network with others in
the arboricultural profession. The event provides a lineup of educational sessions led by industry leaders from around the globe, sharing their thoughts and
views about the newest trends in equipment, practice, technology and research
in arboriculture and urban forestry. It is the world’s premier gathering of arboricultural professionals, where practicing arborists and urban foresters come
together with top researchers and educators. More information: http://www.
isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx

More Events
Full Events Calendar
For an updated listing of events or to submit an event, please visit:
http://www.isa-arbor.com/

The broad theme of the conference targets understanding the interaction of
the wind on trees at scales ranging from the leaf to entire forests and forested
landscapes. To submit and abstract or register visit: https://www.mmm.ucar.
edu/wind-and-trees

2017 European Tree Climbing Competition
Deventer, Overijssel, Netherlands
21 – 25 June 2017
The European Tree Climbing Championship (ETCC) provides a competitive
but educational opportunity for working arborists in Europe to demonstrate
and exchange new climbing techniques and equipment, as well as,safe work
practices. The ETCC also increases the interaction between various firms, ISA
European chapters and Associate Organizations and members, and provides
positive public exposure for the profession in that region of the world. More
information: http://www.itcc-isa.com/events/regional/etcc/etcc.aspx

Want to know more AREA?
Check out the AREA website or find us on Facebook. Interested in writing an article
for the AREA newsletter or having an event or announcement listed here (or on the
website)? Send an email to tduzan@isa-arbor.com for more information.
We want to hear from you...AREA members!

