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Dear AREA Members:

Happy Holidays and welcome to the December AREA newsletter! The end of the year is quickly approaching which means
many folks are starting to identify their New Year’s resolutions.
Acknowledging that it is often a struggle to find a meaningful, yet
achievable, ways to improve one’s self, I have decided to do some of
the work for you. So, skip the gym and wait until next year to curb
your procrastinating tendencies, here are some ready-made resolutions for professional improvement.
…If you are a student. Make a resolution to attend the Annual
ISA Conference in Fort Worth, Texas (United States). There is no
better opportunity to learn or network in arboriculture and urban
forestry. To help fund your trip, AREA offers competitive travel
grants for poster and oral presenters. Awards are $500 for students
from North America and $750 for students travelling from another
continent. Additionally, ISA is expanding the Student Ambassador
program. This is open to all students (undergraduate or graduate)
studying in fields related to arboriculture and urban forestry at a
2- or 4-year institution. Those selected as student ambassadors will
receive a full conference registration, 3 nights stay, and an overall
great experience. Applications for the AREA travel grant and ISA

Award Nominations ....................12

Student Ambassador Programs are due by February 28th and accessible at http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/studentopportunities.aspx
…for all AREA members. Make the resolution to be more connected with your peers by joining the URBANFORESTS list serve.
Last year the AREA executive committee looked into creating a
member list serve. While researching various systems and their
associated costs and capabilities, we learned that URBANFORESTS@LISTSERV.USF.EDU had just been launched and opted
to support it rather than create unnecessary competition. The
list serve has since become a place to promote regional summits and symposia, list job opportunities, ask general research
questions, and highlight new publications and resources (among
other things). To subscribe, visit http://listserv.usf.edu/scripts/
wa.exe?A0=URBANFORESTS. Enjoy the newsletter!
Sincerely,

AREA EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
President

Andrew Koeser
President-Elect

Jess Sanders
Vice President

Anand Persad
Secretary/Treasurer

Jake Miesbauer
Past President

Cecil Konijnendijk
COR Representative

Rich Hauer
Andrew Koeser, Ph.D.
President

Do you have an event or job opprountiy to share with AREA members? Email area@isa-arbor.com to have your event added to the AREA facebook page, AREA website and/or
have it included in the next AREA newsletter. All events and content subject to approval.
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International Perspective

Precision Urban Forest Management by Paul A. Barber
Monitoring the canopy cover and health of urban forests is becoming increasingly important as the global population within the cities expands. We have been
conducting research since 2009 on the potential applications of airborne sensors
for monitoring the urban forest, and over recent years, have developed a system for
precision urban forest management. This system was originally used to measure the
efficacy of tree treatments and assist diagnosis of the causes of decline in health of
trees. However, in more recent times we have also developed techniques to use this
data for highly precise measurement of height-stratified canopy cover. Our entire
objective is to develop methods that will enable us to more effectively and sustainably manage the urban ecosystem, by reducing inputs whilst improving vegetation
health and cover.
Precision Urban
Forest Management (PUFM) will
become increasingly important
within the arboricultural industry.
A 'business as
usual ' approach
to tree management is not
environmentally
or economically
sustainable given
Figure 1: Map of baseline vegetation vigour on a scale from the rising populahighest vigour (blue) through to lowest vigour (red).
tion, impacts of
climate change
and increasing costs of resources. Vegetation asset managers must be more targeted in their approach and this requires the collection of precise data across
their entire tree population, analysis of this data and management based upon
the results. PUFM enables the detection of stress and diseases in trees before they

spread through the tree population. Vegetation asset managers and arborists are
fully aware that there are many different factors that can cause a decline in health
of trees. These factors include, but are not limited to: water (too little/too much),
nutrition, salinity, pests, diseases, compaction, and construction damage. The stress
impacts upon tree vigour can be detected using
instruments sensitive to subtle changes in leaf
chemistry, water content and cell structure well
before they are observed with the naked eye.
Some of these instruments (i.e. Pocket PEA or
SPAD metres) can be used on individual trees
at ground level. The sensors we mount within
the aircraft and for annual high-resolution
monitoring of urban forests are able to detect
these subtle changes using a combination of
spectral bands within the visible and nearinfrared regions of the light spectrum. It is
effectively a direct measure of tree health.
The acquirement of this imagery at high reso- Figure 2: Map of baseline heightstratified canopy cover of vegetation in
lution (25-50cm pixels), in combination with
detailed processing, correction and analysis of height classes 3-10m (yellow), 10-15m
(blue) and 15m+ (red).
the data enables the creation of very precise
maps of spatial differences in tree vigour (Fig. 1)
and canopy cover (Fig . 2). The subsequent acquirement of this data biannually or
annually at key times enables the precise monitoring of changes in tree health over
time (temporal change) (Fig. 3) These are not only very powerful maps for early
diagnosis of pests and diseases or other factors that may impact upon tree health
(e.g. construction damage), but the data is objective and quantified, and therefore
lends itself to robust statistical analysis without the risk of human error and bias.
For example, we can use this data to analyze whether systemic treatments administered to trees for management of health disorders are successful when compared to
control trees.

Based on our experience this technology can be used for the following applications
in urban forest management:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Developing precise baseline measures of canopy cover and health;
Setting targets to increase canopy cover and health over time;
Measuring whether canopy cover and health targets are met;
Measuring and mapping baseline size class of trees and their changes
over time;
Monitoring change in health of the urban forest at individual tree level
through to entire cities;
Monitoring changes in individual tree attributes (height, crown width,
health) over time;
Identify sites suitable for planting to increase canopy cover;
Desktop development of management schedules (i.e. pruning, planting,
replacement);
Use maps and graphs to communicate benefits of the urban forest to
community;

• Reduce the carbon footprint of urban forest management.
As we work closer with those who manage trees in cities, we gain an understanding
of their priorities, and it often differs between municipalities, governments and organizations, This, combined with our understanding of the benefits and limitations
of this data, enables us to work together to develop new applications. For example,
some government agencies are very interested in the relationship between canopy
cover and the surface temperature of different suburbs. We have recently completed
a project in an Australian capital city, Perth, analysing daytime satellite thermal
data, and nighttime airborne thermal data to look at actual surface temperatures
versus residual surface temperatures, and at spatial resolutions differing from 0.7m
to 30m. Not surprisingly, there was a close relationship between temperature
and canopy cover, with high canopy cover suburbs six degrees cooler than newly
established suburbs with low canopy cover, and these new suburbs had an average
temperature similar to the nearby major airport.
There are many different platforms (e.g. satellite, fixed-wing plane, UAV) and dozens of different sensors (e.g. multispectral, hyperspectral, laser, radar) available to
choose from when attempting to monitor vegetation in the urban environment. It
is imperative that the correct platform and sensor is chosen to achieve the objective within the available budget. Some datasets are freely available, whilst others
are very expensive. It is highly likely that not one combination will achieve all of
the required objectives. It is also important to understand that it is highly unlikely
that any of these technologies will entirely replace the need to visit sites and gather
some field data to achieve the objective. For example, we use the change detection
technology to identify the location of trees that are declining in health, however, we
cannot determine the cause(s) of such decline until we inspect the tree and in some
cases, collect samples for laboratory analysis. We have found this to be a very efficient approach for the identification of pathogens associated with declining urban
trees (Barber et al. 2013).

Figure 3: Map showing biannual change in vegetation condition with dying and
dead vegetation evident as bright red pixels. Trees of interest for field investigation
have been GPS marked in yellow circles.

It is very easy to become excited about the technology and what it can provide,
particularly when looking at very high resolution images of trees from the air. UAV
technology has caught the imagination of those working with trees in cities and beyond. It has potential for specific applications where small numbers of trees require
observation or monitoring, however, the use of this platform for larger numbers of
trees in urban areas is problematic due to restrictions from regulatory authorities,
battery limitations on flight time, and the introduction of noise in the data from
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platform instability. It is also important to understand that a higher quantity of
data (i.e. pixels per square metre) is often not better as it can require much greater
processing power for analysis and therefore cost.
In closing, there is no doubt that remote sensing technologies have great potential
for improvements in urban forest management. It is highly advisable though that
when investigating these technologies and determining their costs and benefits,
that advice is sought from those who have a track record of successfully using such
technologies. It is also advisable to obtain evidence of their use in meeting the
objectives of those who are responsible for the management of urban trees. If this
does not occur and the real potential of the technology not met, then widespread
adoption in the future will be at risk, to the detriment of the urban forest.
Literature Cited

Barber, P.A., Paap, T., Burgess, T.I., Dunstan, W., Hardy, G.E.St.J. 2013. A diverse
range of Phytophthora species are associated with dying urban trees. Urban Forestry
and Urban Greening 12: 569-575.

Paul A Barber is an Adjunct Associate Professor at Murdoch University, Perth,
Australia and Director of the Environmental and Arboricultural Consultancy
ArborCarbon Pty. Ltd.

The ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show provides a
forum for the exchange of information and opportunities to network with
others in the arboricultural profession. The event provides a lineup of
educational sessions led by industry leaders from around the globe, sharing
their thoughts and views about the newest trends in equipment, practice,
technology and research in arboriculture and urban forestry.
Location:
Fort Worth Convention Center
1201 Houston Street
Fort Worth, Texas (US)
Conference Dates:
13-17 August 2016
Conference Hotels:
ISA has arranged room blocks at three hotels. Visit the hotel information
page for room rates and reservation information. Deadline to reserve a room
in the block is 15 July 2016.
Conference Registration:
Registration will be opening soon!
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/registration.aspx
Call for Papers:
Poster presentations and submissions for Tiny Talks: Big Ideas* are still
open for the ISA Annual International Conference, to be held in Ft. Worth,
Texas, USA, 13-17 August 2016.
Submit here: https://isa-arbor.currinda.com/register/event/1345
*The Tiny Talks--Big Ideas sessions will not be eligible for a presenter stipend.
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Students

2015 Orlando ISA, AREA, and Sweaty Palms by Ken Beezley
In recovering from my highly eventful and
inspiring trip to this year’s ISA International
Conference in Orlando, FL, I devoted more
time towards analyzing research data than
writing a summary of my experience in
Orlando. Firstly, I have to thank ISA and
AREA for the opportunity to attend this
event, made possible through one of the
four AREA Student Travel Grants awarded.
It was great to learn of other student’s
research projects and to share experiences
in the realm of academia. As an awardee of a Travel Grant, I was able to present an
oral presentation in addition to displaying a poster. These presentations are a great
tool to assist in fine-tuning presentation skills and also to introduce the wide array
of research topics currently being investigated within the field of arboriculture.
I know my palms were sweating a little prior to oral presentations, but the other
students sure seemed cool, which could have been a result of our jovial moderator.
The feedback generated from both presentations has already contributed greatly in
defining (and redefining) certain aspects of our research.
Secondly, I greatly appreciated how arboricultural researchers and industry leaders
alike took time to converse and share thoughts on not only my research, but on
the field of arboriculture as a whole. The collaboration within the industry is always
one of the high points for me when attending ISA events. Also, over the last year
of literature reviews, emails and phone calls, it was nice to put names with faces.
At one point over dinner at Wreckers Sports Bar, I counted five individuals from
three countries that I have directly cited in my research thus far. It was a great time
and tree biomechanics was at the forefront conversation that evening! Needless to
say it was a great conference and learning experience that will not only assist in our
research over the next year but also propel my professional endeavors.
Currently I am a certified arborist and second year master’s student at West Virginia University, Arboriculture & Urban Forestry, studying tree biomechanics under
the direction of Dr. Greg Dahle, where I received a BSF with a minor in arboriculture. I also received an AS in Forest Technology from Glenville State College (WV)
and have operated a small tree care/consulting business since 2006.

ISA Student Fellowship

The International Society of Arboriculture is offering a student fellowship in arboriculture and seeks applicants. The fellowship is open to junior or senior undergraduate students currently enrolled in a four-year program in arboriculture, urban
forestry, or a related field. The fellowship will provide students with invaluable
experience in diverse aspects of arboricultural education, as well as the opportunity to work with some of the leaders in arboricultural research and education
from around the world. Students will work on educational projects and programs
includThe ISA International Conference and Trade Show offers students a great
opportunity to network with industry professionals, learn about new topics and
technology, and to meet fellow arboriculture students from around the world.
ing such things as the development of books, articles, videos, interactive training
media, surveys, presentations, and other materials.
The fellowship is offered on a competitive basis, and qualifying candidates will be
ranked on their scholastic achievements; previous work experience; and recommendations from faculty, employers, and ISA chapter leaders. The ideal candidate
will be a student who has excelled in academic studies and is interested in continuing scholastic studies at the graduate level or is seeking future employment in
a technical position in commercial, utility, or municipal arboriculture. This is an
excellent opportunity for individuals at the beginning of their career to become
familiar with ISA’s mission and work, and to become active in the profession. The
fellowship provides a stipend for the summer to work at the headquarters of the
International Society of Arboriculture in Champaign, Illinois.

Student Opportunities at Conference

ISA offers a great lineup of activities for students, including:
• educational sessions and workshops by our industry’s most respected
experts
• tour of the tradeshow with ISA staff and exhibitor representatives
• tours of local green spaces, heritage trees, and successful landscaping
projects
• breakfast, lunch, and dinner networking events
• and much more…
To facilitate growth of future professionals, ISA offers two separate award/grant
programs to help students attend our conference.
CO N T I N U E D O N PA G E 6
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ISA Student Ambassador Program

ISA will award 5-10 student finalists with a free conference registration and three
nights of hotel accommodations for the 2016 ISA International Conference and
Tradeshow.

AREA Travel Grant

To help offset travel costs, AREA will
award 5 grants to the top applicants.
Grant recipients from North America
will receive $500 (USD) and recipients
outside North America will receive $750
(USD). Conference registration
is also included.

Click here to apply!

ArborMetrics Employees Establish Scholarship Fund at ACM
Hendersonville, NC -- Six employees of ArborMetrics Solutions, Inc., who are
graduates of the Allegany College of Maryland (ACM) forest technology program, have established a scholarship fund to assist forestry students at their alma
mater. A half dozen employees of the firm, which assists utilities and municipalities in managing vegetation, started the fund in recognition of the quality of the
ACM program’s career preparation, as well as a desire to help future forestry
students overcome financial hurdles.
The ArborMetrics Solutions Allegany Alumni Scholarship, which is administered
by the ACM Foundation, will assist second-year students in the college’s associate
degree program. The first award of the scholarship will be for the spring 2016 semester. For
more information, call the ACM Foundation
at 301-784-5200.

Call for Proposals: 2016 Oregon Urban &
Community Forestry Conference
Maintaining Magnificence: Tree Preservation in
Urban Areas
The Oregon Community Trees Conference Committee
is pleased to announce a call for presentation proposals for the 2016 Oregon Urban & Community Forestry
Conference to be held Thursday, June 2, 2016 at the World
Forestry Center in Portland. The theme of this year's conference is Maintaining Magnificence: Tree Preservation in Urban Areas. As urban areas
face development pressures, what are some strategies we can use both in
planning and implementation to protect these resources? The conference
committee is seeking presentation proposals that reflect the best thinking
on these issues, informed by theory, research, and practice.
Proposals should focus on sharing results, lessons learned, or information
about opportunities and resources including topics such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heritage and champion trees
Management/maintenance of old trees
Tree preservation and development
Urban salvage/urban lumber
Preserving large landscapes/habitat corridors
Conservation strategies to achieve multiple objectives
Maintaining diversity, seed banks and selecting for genetics
Working with ordinances and regulations to preserve trees
Communicating these issues to tree boards and stakeholders
Tree preservation for transportation projects
Oak preservation/oak release /Wildlife trees
Transplanting large trees and other relevant topics

To submit an application, please visit http://area.isa-arbor.com/resources/
Oregon_Call_for_Proposals.pdf by Friday, November 20th. Applications
will be selected before the end of the year. Please direct your questions to
president@oregoncommunitytrees.org.

Q U A R T E R LY
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Looking Ahead
Urban Forestry 2020—A Collaborative Look at an Emerging
Profession

foresters pursue degrees in forestry, arboriculture, social sciences,
horticulture, or urban planning? Each of these career paths has its
merits and many more could be argued for. Unfortunately, this can
make recruitment into the profession difficult.

By Susan D. Day and Gregory A. Dahle (This is condensed from an article that appeared in the
December 2015 issue of Arborist News)

Urban Forestry 2020 is a collaborative project analyzing the status of
the urban forestry profession, focusing on issues of professional recruitment and education. In the United States, modern development of the
profession of “Urban Forestry” can ostensibly be viewed as beginning in
the early 1970s when congress added the stewardship of urban forests
to the responsibilities of the U.S. Forest Service. Forty years later, urban
forestry is a vibrant and expanding field of study that is clearly not practiced exclusively by those trained in traditional natural resource management fields such as forestry. Arborists, horticulturists, and landscape
architects have brought their expertise to the table. In more recent
years, social scientists, planners, ecologists, and geographers are making significant contributions. With all these enthusiastic participants, a
career in urban forestry can be difficult to navigate. What type of education should an urban forester have? Are urban foresters well networked?
The answers to these questions depend upon whom you ask—their
professional and educational background, where they work, and what
their area of specialization is. The diversity in the world of urban forestry
is stimulating and exciting—but creates difficulties as well. Many urban
foresters relate that they “accidently fell” into the profession—starting out in an allied field and gradually gaining specialized skills and
knowledge over the course of their career. Yet as our body of knowledge
grows, learning as you go may no longer be the best option. While there
are numerous allied professions that address urban forest management,
is there one all-encompassing organization for a practitioners to turn
to for professional development or engagement. Should future urban

In recent years, social scientists, planners, ecologists, and geographers have
made increasingly significant contributions to urban
forestry knowledge and practice. This is evident in burgeoning
utility of greenspaces everywhere.

The Urban Forestry 2020 project, partially funded by NUCFAC,
brings together researchers from Virginia Tech, West Virginia University, University of Maryland and Virginia State University in an
assessment of student career goals, academic development and
networking. Based on discussions with our steering committee,
consisting of leaders in urban forestry and allied fields, and at various professional meetings, we have identified key strengths that
CO N T I N U E D O N PA G E 8
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professionals designated as “urban foresters” bring to the management of urban green spaces. Urban foresters are more likely than
allied professionals (urban planners, developers, landscape architects, natural resource professionals, or traditional foresters) to be
engaged in forest health, inventory, risk assessment, planting trees,
and arboricultural practices. On the other hand, urban foresters are
equally likely to be engaged in green infrastructure planning and
less likely to be consulted in land use planning. Furthermore, urban
foresters noted there is NO universal list of professional development organizations to turn to for problem solving or networking.

Urban Forestry 2020 is using both research and exploratory focus groups to develop meaningful recommendations for urban
forestry. In one project, developed by Virginia Tech doctoral student Keith O’Herrin, 18 months of national job postings for urban
foresters are being analyzed. We anticipate identifying professional
and regional trends in the types of duties advertised, as well as
the level of education and academic disciplines required. West
Virginia University graduate student Andrew Benjamin is developing a survey to be administered this winter that will query the
largest 200 cities in the United States on their urban forestry hiring
practices. What skills are the cities looking for when hiring entry
level urban forester and do they observe any deficiencies? Another
Virginia Tech survey of first- and second-year college students will
introduce urban forestry through a short video and ask how these
students view the profession as a potential career.
This is an exciting time for the management of our urban forest resources. Over the past 40 years we have grown from a congressional mandate to a profession that while still young is changing the
way we consider the natural resources in and around our urban
communities. Urban forestry is coalescing and developing organically, whether we are ready for it or not. What will the next 40 years
bring and how shall we steer the professional ship? With Urban
Forestry 2020 we hope to provide some of the answers, or at least
some guidance as we find our way.

Enlisting trees to keep urban communities safe, aesthetically pleasing, and within the range of certain beneficial
ecosystem services is a valuable task made all the more
challenging for urban foresters who have no universal list
of professional development organizations.

Susan D. Day is an Associate Professor at Virginia Tech and the Project Leader for
UF2020. Gregory A. Dahle is Assistant Professor at West Virginia University and Coinvestigator for UF2020. Other members of the UF2020 research team include P. Eric
Wiseman, Joe Sullivan, Joel Koci, Keith O’Herrin, and Andrew Benjamin. For more
details, visit urbanforestry.frec.vt.edu/2020.
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Applications being accepted for the Garden Club of
America’s Urban Forestry Fellowship

Upcoming Events
68th Annual Indiana Arborist Association Conference
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, 19-21 January 2016

Application Deadline: January 31, 2016
The Garden Club of America (GCA) with the support of Casey Trees of
Washington, DC, is soliciting applications for its national urban forestry
fellowship. GCA has a history of interest in the health of the urban forest
and would like to support young scientists in their undergraduate and
graduate studies in this field. The study areas of interest are far reaching,
including urban forest management and planning as well as topics in
biology, ecology, or human health that will specifically move urban forest
science forward. The GCA Fellowship in Urban Forestry will be awarded in
early 2016. Applications are reviewed by a selection committee at Casey
Trees composed of practicing urban forestry scientists and professionals in
related fields. Final selection is made by The Garden Club of America.
The fellowship is highly competitive and applicants must present clearly
in their applications how they will advance the GCA’s goal of increasing
future capacity in urban forestry research.
Eligibility: The fellowship is open to both graduate students and advanced
undergraduates pursuing degrees in urban forestry, forestry, horticulture,
environmental studies or a closely related field at any 4-year college or university degree program in the United States. Recipients must be students
in the U.S. who will be enrolled as juniors or seniors or graduate students
during the fellowship period (2016-17). The award is for $5,000 and recipients may apply for one additional year of funding.
Application Process: For more information, online application forms, and
past recipients, visit http://caseytrees.org/programs/gcascholarship/ or
contact Dr. Jessica Sanders at gcaurbanforestry@caseytrees.org or 202349-1905.
For more information about…

Annual educational event and tradeshow for industry professionals and students.
Over 45 exhibits, Climbers Corner and presentations on current research and
practice. For more information, https://ag.purdue.edu/fnr/associations/IAA/Pages/
default.aspx

Think Trees 30th Annual Conference
Alburquerque, New Mexico, USA, 4-6 February 2016
This year we are focusing on the part that stays the same – updating the basics of
tree care. What new information do we have about planting? How can we think
about tree environments and irrigation needs in arid climates? What do we really
know about alternative pesticides, or about how the chemicals we use affect our
landscape plants? What factors influence pest and disease issues, and what treatment options do we have? Visit the website http://www.thinktreesnm.org/

ISA Ontario's 67th Annual Educational Conference and
Trade Show
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, 17-19 February 2016
"Strength in Diversity: The Science of Arboriculture" will welcome over 350 attendees from across the industry with an exciting and engaging line-up of speakers. Join
us for the premier arboriculture event in Ontario! Visit our website
http://www.isaontario.com/content/isao-annual-conference

2nd International Conference on Urban Tree Diversity
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, 22-24 February 2016
Registration is now open, please visit the website: http://urbantreediversity.org/

The Garden Club of America,
visit gcamerica.org
Casey Trees, visit caseytrees.org
CO N T I N U E D O N PA G E 1 0
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2016 International Tree Climbing Championship (ITCC)

Final Ten-Year Urban Forestry Action Plan

San Antonio, Texas, USA, 2-3 April 2016
Watch the greatest climbers in the world as they compete in the International Tree
Climbing Championship to earn the title of World Champion. We will also have
educational workshops including Dr. Ed Gilman's Structural Pruning workshop
and many more eduacational opportunities. Visit our website for more information.

Urban Forests and Sustainability International
Symposium
Shenyang, China, 29 May - 4 June 2016
Registration is now open, please visit the website: http://iae2016.csp.escience.cn/dct/
page/1

2016 ISA Annual International Conference and Trade
Show
Fort Worth, Texas, USA, 13-17 August 2016
The ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show provides a forum for
the exchange of information and opportunities to network with others in the
arboricultural profession. The event provides a lineup of educational sessions led by
industry leaders from around the globe, sharing their thoughts and views about the
newest trends in equipment, practice, technology and research in arboriculture and
urban forestry. It is the world’s premier gathering of arboricultural professionals,
where practicing arborists and urban foresters come together with top researchers
and educators. Registration will be opening soon, please visit the website:
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx

We are exited to share good news! The Ten-Year Urban Forestry Action Plan - 2016 – 2026 has been finalized and is now
available to share with your networks. Thank you for your contribution in helping to shape the Plan for the National Urban
and Community Forestry Advisory Council (NUCFAC). NUCFAC
is the steward of the Plan, and will be doing outreach in 2016
on ways to partner to implement the Plan.
Contact information for NUCFAC may be found at this website:
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/nucfac.shtml
The Final Plan is available in several formats:
– The Final Action Plan Summary
– The Complete Ten-Year Urban Forestry Action Plan
–
The Action Plan Research Needs
document
–
The Action Plan Funding Needs
document
–
The Final Action Plan without
Appendices
–
The Final Action Plan – Appendices only
For details visit the website:
http://www.urbanforestplan.
org/engage/
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Job Opportunities
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA–LINCOLN
Urban Community Forester — Assistant Professor of Practice
The School of Natural Resources (SNR) at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
(UNL) Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources (IANR) is seeking applicants
for a nontenure-track position in Urban and Community Forestry at the rank
of Assistant Professor of Practice. Initial appointment is three years and may be
renewed based on successful performance and continued funding. This 12-month
position shall be 100% teaching, and is expected to develop and coordinate a
nationally-recognized education program in Urban and Community Forestry.
Required Qualifications: Ph.D. in Forestry or a relevant field of study (e.g., Natural

Resources) at time of appointment, teaching experience, proven ability to communicate effectively with students, professionals, and the general public.
Preferred Qualifications: Experience in program development; experience teaching

to both traditional and non-traditional college students in face-to-face and online
courses; experience working with management organizations (e.g., local, state,
federal) whose specific interest is in urban and community forestry.
To view details of the position and make application, go to http://employment.unl.
edu. Search for position #F_150236. Click on “Apply to this job.” Complete the application. Attach a letter of interest with statement regarding teaching experience,
curriculum vitae, and contact information for three professional references. Review
of applications will begin on December 1, 2015, and continue until the position is
filled or the search is closed.

2016
INTERN
PROGRAM
The Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA), in conjunction with the USDA Forest Service (USDA-FS)
Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) Program, the Alliance for Community Trees, the Arbor
Day Foundation, the Society of American Foresters, and the Utility Arborist Association, is
launching the sixth year of a Municipal Forestry Intern Program (SMA Intern).

Positions are available nationwide for the Summer, 2016
Internship Program!
Purpose of the Internship:
To provide hands-on experience alongside practicing professionals who will serve as
mentors in the municipal, utility, and non-profit sectors over the internship period, helping
student to identify and develop the skills needed to be successful professionals in urban forestry
positions in these employment sectors.

Who is Eligible?
Undergraduate and Graduate students interested in a career in Urban Forestry and Natural
Resources, who want a broad-based internship experience.

Each student will be provided:





Housing stipend ($1,200)
Registration and $300 travel
scholarship to attend the Fall 2016
Annual SMA Conference
An hourly wage of $12 for 10
weeks (40 hours/week)
The opportunity to enhance
professional networks with past
SMA Interns and industry
professionals.

Deadline:

Thursday, March 1, 2016
5:00 pm (EST)

Scan & Send via email to:
Aldridge.nicole@gmail.com
Subject: SMA Internship

To Download Application
and For More Info:

www.urban-forestry.com

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is committed to a pluralistic campus community through affirmative action, equal
opportunity, work-life balance, and dual careers. See http://
www.unl.edu/equity/notice-nondiscrimination.

Apply at www.urbanforestry.com
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2016 ISA Awards Program
Nomination Period Now Open
1 February 2016 Deadline
ISA’s Awards of Distinction and the True Professionals of Arboriculture recognition
program not only honor those tree care professionals who have made substantial
contributions to the arboriculture industry, but they also honor the industry as a
whole. Publicity and media coverage of the award recipients each year provides
international recognition of the profession and increases public awareness of the
need for proper tree care.
From now until 1 February 2016, you may submit your nominations for any of the
ISA Awards of Distinction categories and for the ISA True Professionals of Arboriculture recognition program. Award nomination forms are available on the
ISA website and may be submitted online or printe and sent to ISA Headquarters
by fax or postal service.

ISA Awards of Distinction
The ISA Awards of Distinction are the highest honors presented by ISA based on
nominations submitted by ISA members and other industry professionals. There
are nine Awards of Distinction categories that recognize specific professional
achievements and contributions to the arboriculture industry. At the end of the
nomination period, the ISA Awards Committee will review all nominations and
submit a roster of recommended award recipients to the ISA Board for approval.
The Awards of Distinction recipients will be honored at the Opening Ceremony of
the 2016 ISA Annual International Conference in Fort Worth, Texas, US.
Awards of Distinction categories include:
•  Award of Merit
•  Alex L. Shigo Award For Excellence in Arboricultural Education
•  Award of Achievement
•  R.W. Harris Author’s Citation
•  L.C. Chadwick Award for Arboricultural Research
•  Early-Career Scientist Award
•  Honorary Life Membership
•  Honorary Membership (one-year membership for non-member of ISA)
•  Millard F. Blair Award for Exceptional Contribution to Practical
Arboriculture

To view award descriptions and qualifications, visit the Awards of Distinction page
on the ISA website.

ISA True Professionals of Arboriculture
ISA is dedicated to raising the awareness of the general public about the benefits
of trees, the necessity of proper tree care, and the role today’s arborists play in tree
care service and education. The ISA True Professionals of Arboriculture recognition program honors arborists who have made outstanding contributions in these
areas through their work and outreach within their communities. At the end of the
nomination period, the ISA Awards Committee will review all nominations and
determine a roster of the 2016 Class of True Professionals, who will be honored at
the Opening General Session of the 2016 ISA Annual International Conference in
Fort Worth, Texas, US.
Arborists chosen as True Professionals of Arboriculture may
•  Demonstrate a special achievement in a professional setting;
•  Cultivate exceptionally beneficial and trustworthy relationships with
                   clients;
•  Develop successful initiatives in community education;
•  Make unique contributions to the pursuit of professional development   
and the betterment of the profession.
The deadline for submission of award nominations is 1 February 2016. If you have
questions, please email awards@isa-arbor.com or call +1.217.355.9411.

