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Dear AREA Members,

Fall 2012

Please welcome the newest member of the AREA board, Dr. Cecil
Konijnendijk, who recently was elected as AREA’s new vice president.
Cecil is a wonderful addition to the board, and his work in Europe will
be especially helpful in broadening AREA’s international perspective
(see story on pages 2–3). We also would like to thank our past president,
Kamran Abdollahi, for all his hard work and leadership.
We would like to introduce ISA’s and AREA’s first working
group—the Urban Tree Growth and Longevity Working Group. This
group was formed to promote the quality and longevity of urban trees
and to help to facilitate the sharing of information among professionals
and researchers on the topic. Membership to this working group is free,
and a newsletter will be distributed quarterly. (See story on page 2.)
I would like to thank all of AREA’s presenters at the 2012 ISA
conference in Portland, Oregon. Attendance was so high at the AREA
sessions on Wednesday that the rooms were filled to capacity, and it was
standing room only. Our goal is to have next year’s sessions be just as
well attended.
With the holidays fast approaching, the board has again been busy
reviewing submissions to bring you a fantastic AREA program at the
2013 ISA Conference in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Five AREA student
travel grants are available for 2013, and all current students are encouraged to submit their work. (Application details are on the last two
pages; deadline is February 1, 2013.)
AREA has redesigned its logo, which can be seen in this issue.
We presented several logo concepts to our members during our annual
meeting at the ISA conference in Portland, and they provided some
great feedback. We are working on a complete overhaul of this newsletter and, in the future, our website. Look for the new, improved AREA
e-newsletter in 2013. Our goals are to make AREA more accessible to
all members and to reach a wider audience. Send your comments or
suggestions to AREA@isa-arbor.com.
Angela Hewitt
AREA President
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Urban Tree Growth & Longevity
Working Group
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Greg McPherson, Chair
Although the physiology of tree growth is well understood, the effects of planting and management practices are often less clear because many factors are
involved. Until we understand how these factors interact to influence tree growth,
health, and longevity, our efforts to optimize tree performance will remain more
an art than a science. The Urban Tree Growth & Longevity Working Group was
formed to facilitate shared learning among professionals and researchers with a
passion for trees. As ISA’s and AREA’s first working group, we strive to foster
communication among researchers and professionals; enrich scientific exchange;
and enhance—through collaboration—the quality, productivity, and timeliness of
research on tree growth, health, and longevity.
Membership in the Working Group is free and open to all individuals engaged in urban and community
forestry. General members are not required to be members of the ISA or AREA, but it is encouraged, as AREA’s
core mission supports research and education in arboriculture and urban forestry. Electronic requests for membership can be submitted via our website,
http://urbantreegrowth.org/, or by email to: gmcpherson@fs.fed.us.
To facilitate internal communications, we distribute a quarterly newsletter and have a LinkedIn discussion
group. You can find the Working Group site at:
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4583322&trk=hb_side_g.
Long-term monitoring enables us to understand trends in urban forest health, and evaluate the impact of
tree-planting initiatives. We are developing standardized tree monitoring protocols based upon feedback from a
survey of 32 organizations throughout the US and from comments we received during the well-attended Urban
Tree Monitoring symposium at the 2012 ISA conference in Portland. In 2013 we intend to complete a draft set
of protocols for review and discussion, as well as conduct another extraordinary field trip in association with the
ISA conference in Toronto.
You will see the proceedings of our first Urban Tree Growth and Longevity conference, which was held
in 2011 at The Morton Arboretum, in two forthcoming special issues of the journal Arboriculture and Urban
Forestry.
We welcome your participation in the Working Group. Tell us how we can better serve you to improve the
growth, health, and longevity of our urban forests.

AREA Executive Committee
Announces Its New Vice President

Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk is Professor of Green Space Management in the Department
of Parks and Urban Landscapes at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, where
he coordinates the department’s research group on Parks, People, and Policies; he
also currently holds a 20% appointment at the Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences. Cecil earned his M.Sc. degree in forest policy from the University of Wageningen, Netherlands, and a D.Sc. degree in forest policy and economics from the
University of Joensuu, Finland.
During his career, Dr. Konijnendijk has studied and promoted the role of forests, trees, and other green spaces in urban societies. Cecil’s main research interests
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relate to urban green space governance, the development of green space policies, green city marketing, the
changing role of green space in modern society, and the assessment of green space benefits. He is also interested
in the implementation of approaches such as urban forestry and urban greening.
Cecil has worked for the Wageningen University, the European Forest Institute, and also for the Danish Centre for Forest Landscape and Planning (1999-2004), until starting his own consultancy firm in 2004.
In 2009, Cecil returned to Forest & Landscape Denmark in a full-time position. Dr. Konijnendijk has been
involved in a range of international networking and project activities. He coordinated the NeighbourWoods
project (funded by the European Union), two environmental aid projects in St. Petersburg, Russia, and a twinning cooperation for sustainable forestry between Denmark and Malaysia. Together with Thomas Randrup,
Kjell Nilsson and others, he has advised the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on urban
and peri-urban forestry issues.
Currently Dr. Konijnendijk is editor-in-chief of the scientific journal Urban Forestry and Urban Greening.
He also has produced close to 200 publications, including edited proceedings and books, scientific and professional articles, book chapters, and conference papers. We welcome Cecil to the AREA Executive Committee!

Students from Five Schools Attend the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter ISA Conference

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC-ISA) annual conference was held at Rocky Gap Resort outside Cumberland,
Maryland, September 30 through October 2, 2012. Over twenty students from five colleges and universities
were able to attend. Ten of the students (both undergraduate and graduate) were winners of the Annual Meeting
Scholarship, which provides free registration and lodging. The scholarships are funded via an annual silent auction that takes place at the conference. Additionally, four graduate students delivered presentations in the student
research session: Molly Corbett and Jason Lamb (Allegany College of Maryland), Mitch Hall (Frostburg State),
and Yujuan Chen (Virginia Tech).

MAC-ISA 2012 scholarship winners:
Allegany College of Maryland, Forest Technology Program
Molly Corbett and Jason Lamb
Glenville College
Johnny King
Northern Virginia Community College
Toni Woods
Virginia Tech
Yujuan Chen, Emily Zhou, David K. Mitchell, and Jordan Endahl
West Virginia University
Aaron Carpenter and Ken Beezley

support provided by:
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October 29 & 30, 2012

February 25 & 26, 2013

The National
Academy
of Sciences
is proud
to announce
the following
participatory
workshop:
the National
Academy
of sciences
is pleased
to announce
a participatory
workshop:

Urban Forestry: Toward an Ecosystem Services Research Agenda.
The purpose of the workshop is to bring the science community together with practitioners and end users to
examine the current capabilities for quantifying ecosystem services (and disservices) associated with the urban
forest. Participants will discuss the tools and metrics currently available to decision makers, and identify key
research needs and advancements that are necessary to support effective urban forestry management
practices and sustainable urban development strategies.

Sessions: Day 1 (8:30am – 5:00pm)
Urban Forestry in the Greater Urban
Ecosystem (morning session)

Ecosystem Services
Air Quality

Water
Management

Climate
Mitigation

Biodiversity

Biophysical Services of the Urban
Forest (afternoon session)

Sessions: Day 2 (8:30am – 4:00pm)
Tools for Ecosystem Service
Evaluation (morning session)
Managing the Urban Forest

Economic
Valuation

(afternoon session)

Asessment
Tools

Human Health

Policy

Registration (Opens 11/12/12):
Those interested in attending the workshop will be accepted on a first come first serve basis. There is no
registration fee but space is limited. We request that participants do their best to attend all sessions and actively
participate in working group discussions. Online registration is available here, and more details (including the full
agenda, as it becomes finalized) will be posted at: http://bit.ly/S5PXIo
Additional questions should be directed to: Shelly Freeland | (202) 334 2649 | sfreeland@nas.edu

NAS Keck Center, Room 100
500 5th Street
Northwest Washington, DC 20001
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16th Annual Tree Care Industry Association Foundation
Student Career Days

Held in conjunction with the annual conference of the Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) in Baltimore, Maryland,
November 8-10, Student Career Days 2012 was attended by 174 students of arboriculture and urban forestry from 17
colleges, universities, and vocational programs throughout the United States. During this three-day event, students participated in a variety of tree climbing competitions and written exams that tested their skills and knowledge of tree care.
The top finishers in each event were:
Knowledge Exams (written)
1. Collegiate Men/Women - Benjamin Mauer, Milwaukee Area Technical College
2. Vocational Tech Men/Women - Bradford James, Northlands Job Corp
Overall Collegiate Men Winners
1. Nathan Mode, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
2. Job Farkas, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
3. Matthew Carpenter, Brigham Young University
Overall Collegiate Women Winners
1. Ellen Stollenwerk, Milwaukee Area Technical College
2. Sage Waring, Warren Wilson College
3. Holly Zart, Mid-State Technical College
Overall Vocational Tech Winners
1. Tyler Snyder, Northlands Job Corps
2. Jason Hubbard, Northlands Job Corps
3. Dalton Ross, Northlands Job Corp
Safety Gear Check
1. Collegiate Men - Todd Gorham, Warren Wilson College
2. Collegiate Women - Sage Waring, Warren Wilson College
3. Vocational Tech - Tyler Snyder, Northlands Job Corp
Throwline
1. Collegiate Men - Nick Burch, Alamance Community College
2. Collegiate Women - Sage Waring, Warren Wilson College
3. Vocational Tech - Tyler Snyder, Northlands Job Corp
Belayed Scramble
1. Collegiate Men - Nathan Mode, University Wisconsin Stevens Point
2. Collegiate Women - Ellen Stollenwerk, Milwaukee Area Technical College
3. Vocational Tech - Tyler Snyder, Northlands Job Corp
Work Climb
1. Collegiate Men - Todd Gorham, Warren Wilson College
2. Collegiate Women - Sage Waring, Warren Wilson College
3. Vocational Tech - Tyler Snyder, Northlands Job Corp
Congratulations to all!
For more information about Student Career Days, contact Tchukki Andersen, TCIA Staff Arborist and
Event Coordinator, at tandersen@tcia.org.
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Save the Date for the Following ISA Chapter Events
New York State Arborists, ISA Chapter, Inc.
2013 Annual Meeting
January 27-28, 2013
Suffern, New York
Information available at: http://www.nysarborists.com/.

Wisconsin Arborist Association
2013 Annual Conference and Trade Show
Green Bay, Wisconsin
January 27-29, 2013
Information available at: http://www.waa-isa.org/calendar_of_events.asp

Midwest ISA Chapter
2013 MW-ISA Annual Conference & Trade Show
St. Louis, Missouri
February 6-8, 2013
Information available at: http://www.mwisa.org/conference-and-trade-show

Ohio Chapter ISA
2013 Ohio Tree Care Conference and Trade Show
February 10-12
Dayton Convention Center, Dayton, Ohio
Information available at: http://www.ohiochapterisa.org/events/event_details.asp?id=226108

BIOMECHANICS RESEARCH WEEK 2013
August 12-16, 2013
Shalersville, Ohio
Teams of researchers and climbers will be invited to submit proposals to engage in one week of facilitated
research in tree biomechanics. Don’t miss this opportunity to come together, generate questions, exchange
experimental design ideas, and coordinate scientific efforts at the Davey Tree Company Research Arboretum
and Farm.
This event is scheduled to immediately follow the 2013 ISA Annual Conference and Trade Show in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada (August 3-7).
The formal Request for Proposals is forthcoming, with an anticipated deadline of March 15.
Start planning your research proposal now, and stay tuned for more details!!
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Professional Opportunities
Canadian TREE Fund Jack Kimmel Grants
Deadline is DECEMBER 1, 2012
The Canadian TREE Fund (CTF) is a registered Canadian charity established to promote arboriculture research
in Canada. Research grants have been awarded nationwide for worthy projects. Individuals and/or agencies are
invited to submit proposals for consideration. The scope of your proposal can vary in size with this grant being
the sole source of funding or one of a variety of sources. The project will be evaluated with regard for the goals
of the TREE Fund as a whole and the impact that can be made with each grant.
Information and application materials are available at: http://www.canadiantreefund.org.

Wisconsin Arborist Association
Outstanding Student Scholarship Awards
Deadline is DECEMBER 15, 2012
The Wisconsin Arborist Association (WAA), a chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture, is sponsoring three Outstanding Student Scholarship Awards. They will be awarded to one graduate ($1,000), one undergraduate ($1,000), and one technical college student ($1,000) selected from the applications returned to the
WAA Scholarship Committee.
All of the following criteria must be met to qualify:
1.
2.
		
3.
4.
		
5.

Applicant must be enrolled as a student at a university, college or technical college in Wisconsin.
Applicant must be pursuing a major, or have a main emphasis in urban forestry, arboriculture, ornamental 		
horticulture or a related field.
Applicant must have a minimum of one semester of school remaining as of January 1st, 2013.
Applicant must complete and return a Wisconsin Arborist Association Outstanding Student Scholarship 		
Award application form.
Completed forms must be received by December 15, 2012.

If too few students apply, the WAA reserves the right to withhold the awards.
For more details, visit: http://www.waa-isa.org/scholarships.htm.
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Garden Club of America Zone VI Fellowship in Urban
Forestry

Through generous donations from its members and Casey Trees in Washington DC, the Garden Club of America
offers a fellowship in urban forestry for qualified U.S. students.
The Garden Club of America strives to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening, to share the advantages of association by means of educational meetings, conferences, correspondence and publications, and
to restore, improve, and protect the quality of the environment through educational programs and action in the
fields of conservation and civic improvement.
Eligibility: This fellowship in Urban Forestry is available to one or more graduate or advanced undergraduate students studying urban forestry, environmental studies, horticulture, forestry, or related courses of study
with a special interest in the urban forest. An award of $4,000 is provided and a recipient may reapply for an
additional year. Students must be enrolled during the academic year following the award decision.
Purpose and Focus: With this fellowship the Garden Club of America seeks to forward their goal of advancing our knowledge of urban forests and increasing the number of scientists in the field of urban forestry.
The Garden Club of America has a history of interest in the health of the urban forest and would like to support young scientists in their undergraduate and graduate studies in this field. The study areas of interest are far
reaching, including urban forest management and planning as well as tree biology issues that will move urban
forest science forward.
Applications are reviewed by a selection committee at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
composed of urban forestry educators, scientists, and professionals. The Garden Club of America then makes its
final selection and notifies recipients.
Application Process
Applicants should complete EITHER the undergraduate or graduate electronic application form. A letter
of recommendation is welcome, however, all applications must include an Academic Advisor Recommendation
form completed and signed by the student's faculty advisor and mailed to:
GCA Fellowship in Urban Forestry
c/o Virginia Tech Urban Forestry
310 Cheatham Hall
Blacksburg, VA 24061 -0324
Application Deadline: January 31, 2013 (application is complete when both online application and printed
advisor recommendation form are received).
Final award decisions are made in late March. Fellowship recipients will receive official notification of
their award from the Garden Club of America.
For more information, see:
http://urbanforestry.frec.vt.edu/scholarship/index.htm or
http://www2.gcamerica.org/outreach-scholarships-details.cfm?ScholarshipID=22.
E-mail gcaurbanforestry@vt.edu with questions regarding this fellowship opportunity.
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April 18-20, 2013 ~ Toronto, ON
www.ufpe.ca

Call for Proposals
Deadline for Poster Abstracts: 11 January 2013
This three-day conference covers a wide range of topics related to urban ecologies. We encourage
the submission of proposals that examine a variety of subjects relating to urban forests and culture
broadly conceived within one of the six conference themes:
• Historical Narratives
• Urban Tree Cultures: Identities and Perspectives
• Social Inclusion in the Urban Forest: Scalar injustices and community connections
• From Government to Governance: Redefining politics
• Urban Ecology Pedagogies: Innovative approaches to education
• Adaptation and Vulnerability in the Urban Forest
We welcome submissions from academics, graduate students, professionals, practitioners and
artists. We are particularly interested in inter-and-transdisciplinary approaches.
Submission Guidelines:
Poster Presentations
Posters will be displayed for the first two days of the conference. Dimensions: 2x3 feet
Abstracts should be no longer than 300 words, and sent by email as Word (doc) or Adobe
Acrobat (pdf) files to submissions@ufpe.ca no later than 11th January 2013.
All abstracts should include the following:
- Poster Title
- First Name, Surname, Title and Affiliation of all authors
- 100–150 words biography of all authors
- E-mail address for corresponding author
Abstract proposals will be reviewed by the conference advisory board.
For more information and panel descriptions, please visit: www.ufpe.ca
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2013 ISA CONFERENCE STUDENT TRAVEL GRANTS
The Arboricultural Research and Education Academy (AREA) recognizes the importance of scientific and
industry meetings as an educational and networking opportunity for student arborists. Furthermore, AREA
realizes that travel to professional meetings can place a significant burden on budding tree care professionals
coping with tuition payments, student fees, and reduced income.

To facilitate growth of future professionals—and ultimately, the profession as a whole—AREA has established a
competitive travel grant program for all students interested in attending the 2013 International Society of
Arboriculture Conference in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
Five (5) $500 (USD) grants will be awarded to the top applicants in an effort to offset travel costs and leverage
additional travel funding from advisers, departments, and other entities.

All grant recipients are required to give a 10-minute presentation on their research during the AREA session in
Toronto (Wednesday, August 7, 2013). In addition, all awardees will receive a complimentary full conference
registration and one ticket to the AREA Annual Business Meeting and Luncheon. Those students in attendance
will be encouraged to briefly describe their conference experience as part of the business meeting and luncheon.

An electronic copy of the grant application materials should be prepared by the student and e-mailed to AREA
by the deadline of Friday, February 1, 2013.

NOTIFICATION OF AWARDS: The AREA Executive committee will review the travel proposals within two weeks
of the submission deadline. Notifications will be sent to all applicants shortly thereafter. Travel grant funds will
be awarded as reimbursements after the conference to those who attended the event and made their
presentations.
Application Requirements

1. Complete the application cover sheet (on next page).

2. Include a Brief Statement of Interest: Please include a brief statement of interest (1-page maximum)
that provides: 1) a brief biography; 2) a short justification detailing your merits as student in the tree
care profession; and 3) a brief explanation of how attending the ISA conference will benefit you
academically and professionally.

3. Include an Abstract of your proposed 10-minute research presentation (1-page maximum).
Students who already have submitted abstracts for oral presentations (in response to the 2013 general
Call for Papers, which closed on October 15, 2012) should include a copy of that abstract.
4. Request a letter of support from your faculty adviser; he/she must e-mail it directly to AREA by the
deadline of February 1, 2013.
E-mail all required application materials by Friday, February 1, 2013 to: AREA@isa-arbor.com.
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Application Cover Sheet
2013 ISA Conference Student Travel Grants
DATE: __________________
STUDENT NAME: ____________________________________________________________________
School Address:

Permanent/Home Address:

____________________________________

__________________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

(travel grant funds will be mailed AFTER the conference)

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

____________________________________

__________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________

Phone: ____________________________

UNIVERSITY: ______________________________________________________________________
DEPARTMENT / COLLEGE: _________________________________________________________
STATUS:

___Freshman ___Sophomore ___Junior ___Senior

___Master’s student

FACULTY ADVISER’S NAME: ______________________________________________________________________
Student’s Signature _________________________________________________
Faculty Adviser’s Signature ____________________________________________

___Doctoral student

