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A tree on your doorstep, a
forest in your mind…
It’s soon fifteen years ago that I started using this slogan, when we were
planning a larger urban forestry conference in my home country of the
Netherlands. It’s a simple statement, but it builds on the important role
of every single tree in our cities and towns. Trees at our doorstep help
us stay connected with the larger green spaces and forests, be it the
neighborhood park, the city forest, or the ‘wilder’ nature somewhere
out there. After having served AREA for a few years now, I realize that
we as AREA members are all in some way dealing with this important
connection between especially urban residents and nature. A connection that is not always that obvious, in a society where children and
other age groups run the risk of becoming disconnected from nature,
spending more time indoors, in a rapidly digitalizing world.
In this December newsletter, you will read more about some of the
organizations, research and events around the world that work for
better tree and people relationships. AREA has an important role to
play within this ‘landscape’ of activities, not in the least through our
focus on arboricultural education and the new generations of
researchers, teachers and practicing arborists.

AREA will support the international conference, The Cost of Not
Maintaining Trees, to be held in Florida during March of 2015. We
will also have our usual AREA session at the ISA Annual Conference and Trade Show, also to be held in the Sunshine State, under
the theme ‘Where the Trees Meet the Seas’. I encourage all of you to
submit an abstract for the AREA session—and students are warmly
invited to submit a proposal for the always much appreciated student session. Please note that the deadline for submitting regular
session abstracts is already coming soon—December 5th. Online
submissions can be made at https://isa-arbor.currinda.com/register/
event/1343.
Let’s keep those trees on our doorsteps and in our minds.
Cecil Konijnendijk van den Bosch
President of AREA
Cecil.konijnendijk@slu.se
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A big thank you to everyone who attended AREA sessions in Milwaukee this year...

See you August 8-12, 2015 in Orlando, Florida, USA!
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IUFRO World Congress in Salt Lake City
The International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO, www.iufro.org)
has brought together forest scientists from across the globe since the end of the 19th
century. The organization is still very much alive, acting as ‘the’ global network for
forest science cooperation, and uniting more than 15,000 scientists in 110 countries. IUFRO recently held its 24th World Congress (and event which is held every
fifth year) in Salt Lake City, Utah (see http://iufro2014.com/).
The US Forest Service was the local host of this major event. For the first time,
the national conventions of the Society of American Foresters and the Canadian
Institute of Forestry were held in conjunction with the IUFRO event, leading to
4000 forest scientists flocking to Salt Lake during October of this year. Theme of the
congress was ‘Sustaining Forests, Sustaining People: The Role of Research’.
Various sessions and field trips at the congress focused on different aspects of urban forestry, such as ecosystem provision and urban forest resource assessment. Field trips explored both the city’s inner urban forest as well as the impressive state parks surrounding the city. Sessions also looked at the connections between forests, trees and human
health, a topic that has rapidly gained the interest of a growing research community.
Urban forestry activities at the congress were hosted by IUFRO’s Research Group
on Urban Forestry, headed by David Nowak of the US Forest Service. Several AREA
members are active in this Research Group. ‘Urban Forestry’ has developed into one
of IUFRO’s most active research
groups, hosting several conferences and seminars per year,
including the annual European
Forum on Urban Forestry. There
are obvious links between the
work of the group and AREA and
it makes sense to explore closer
collaboration.
A full registration of the conference keynotes, as well as
interviews with key speakers and IUFRO officers, are available from the IUFRO
YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/IUFRO).

Arboriculture and Urban Forestry in
New Zealand—Growing Faster Than
the Redwoods
Justin Morgenroth, New Zealand School of Forestry, University of
Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand
New Zealand is an island nation in the southwest Pacific Ocean. Though it shares
roughly the same geographic area as the United Kingdom or Italy, New Zealand is
home to only 4.5 million people (compared to over 60 million for both the UK and
Italy). In cities like Auckland, Christchurch, and Wellington, there is an abundance
of greenspace in which many spectacular urban trees grow.
In Thomas Pakenham’s Remarkable Trees of the World, the author marvels at the
prodigious growth of the coast redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) growing in
Rotorua, New Zealand. These trees have “grown over 200 feet in 80 years” and
Pakenham guesses it is only a matter of time before they overtake their Californian
ancestors to become the world’s tallest trees. Rotorua’s redwoods are an apt metaphor for arboriculture and urban forestry in New Zealand.
At the centre of arboriculture in New Zealand sits the New Zealand Arboricultural
Association (NZ Arb), which celebrated its 25th anniversary at the 2014 NZ Arb
annual conference. Established in 1989, NZ Arb remained under the auspices of
the Royal New Zealand Institute of Horticulture until 1996, when it became its
own organization and the 32nd chapter of the ISA. In the ensuing two decades, New
Zealand’s arboricultural prowess has grown as quickly as Rotorua’s redwoods.
New Zealand’s tree climbers are world renowned. Since first competing in the International Tree Climbing Championship (ITCC), Kiwi climbers have exhibited their class.
Scott Forrest and Chrissy Spence have both been World Champions at the ITCC an astonishing three times, while Elena O’Neill and Nicky Ward-Allen have won once each.
We’re immensely proud of the professionalism and athleticism shown by our climbers.
Kiwis aren’t just guiding international arboriculture from the tree tops, we do so from
the relative comfort of our offices too. The ISA’s current President, Mark Roberts, is
a Kiwi with a history in the arboriculture industry and education. Numerous other
Kiwis have held, or currently hold, posts at the ISA including David Glenn (Certification Board), Richard Wanhill (Certification Board), David James (Council of Representatives), and Justin Morgenroth (Science and Research Committee).
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New Zealand’s arboricultural development is supported by a foundation of training and
education. Arborists can gain qualifications from several local education providers and
various ISA certification initiatives. In contrast, urban forestry education is limited with
no formal qualifications available and only a handful of academic researchers exploring urban forestry issues (Glenn Stewart, Lincoln University; Colin Meurk, Landcare
Research; Justin Morgenroth, University of Canterbury). This reflects the broader reality
that while arboriculture flourishes, urban forestry is still developing in New Zealand.

through collaboration. The UTGL Working Group provides professionals with
information to make decisions that improve tree performance. Understanding how
factors interact to influence tree growth, mortality and longevity is fundamental to
actualizing the value of urban forests through 1) tree selection, 2) modification of
site conditions to foster desired tree performance, 3) targeting tree care and monitoring to improve return on investment, 4) predicting tree replacement needs due
to mortality, and 5) modeling of tree benefits and costs.

Fortunately, the experience, passion, and dedication of municipal urban foresters and
arborists has helped maintain numerous spectacular urban trees. Many of these are
celebrated by the New Zealand Notable Trees Trust Tree Register (www.notabletrees.org.
nz), which contains the locations, photos, and measurements of over 1000 nationally
significant trees. Urban trees are further celebrated in Mike Wilcox’s outstanding book
Auckland’s Remarkable Urban Forest. These are but two examples of the passion of individuals and organizations within New Zealand to arboriculture and urban forestry. Just
like the growth of Rotorua’s redwoods, the sky is the limit for arboriculture and urban
forestry in New Zealand.

Over the past five years, UTGL has accomplished the following:
»» UTGL created by-laws to govern itself. We have had two terms of officers for

»»

»»

A Brief History of AREA’s
First Working Group—
Urban Tree Growth and
Longevity (UTGL)

»»

Scharenbroch, B.C., Roman, L.A., McPherson,
E.G., Bartens, J. and D. Boyer

»»

The Urban Tree Growth and Longevity (UTGL) Working Group is under an independent collaboration of scientists and professionals interested in the growth and longevity
of urban trees. Formally, we are a Working Group under the Arboriculture Research and
Education Academy (AREA) of ISA. The UTGL was formed in 2010 at the International
Society of Arboriculture meeting in Chicago, Illinois. In five years we have grown from a
few researchers to a global network with more than 170 members, which includes students,
consulting arborists, non-profit leaders, and university and government researchers.
The mission of the UTGL Working Group is to foster communication among
researchers and professionals, enrich scientific exchange, and enhance the quality,
productivity, and timeliness of research on tree growth, mortality and longevity

»»

elected positions of Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Web & Communications.
We are the first formal working group of ISA under AREA.
Symposium at The Morton Arboretum in 2011 (http://www.masslaboratory.
org/urban-tree-growth--longevity.html) which led to a special issue in Arboriculture & Urban Forestry (Volume 38, Issue 5). This symposium was the first
of what is now the annual Urban Tree Conference led by the Center for Tree
Science at The Morton Arboretum.
Urban Tree Monitoring Protocols (http://www.urbantreegrowth.org/urban-treemonitoring-protocol.html), initiated at the 2011 UTGL Symposium, grew from
a survey of practitioner-based monitoring projects, and involved collaboration
of about 30 researchers and local urban foresters from across the US, with a
few international participants.
UTGL led symposia at the ISA conferences in Portland, Oregon in 2013, and
Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 2014.
Free fieldtrips highlighting local projects related to urban tree growth and longevity
at ISA conferences in Portland, Toronto and Milwaukee. These fieldtrips also offer
opportunities for informal conversations among members with related interests.
Quarterly newsletters (http://www.urbantreegrowth.org/newsletters.html) to our
members with topical content related to our mission, with articles featuring
recent projects by members.

The benefits of a working group with a relatively narrow topical focus, but wide
geographic membership and wide range of member careers represented are many.
These advantages include: diverse perspectives, range of skills and expertise, opportunities to learn from one another, and opportunities to highlight local and regional
projects for a national and international audience. UTGL membership is free and
open to all individuals with professional or research interests in urban tree growth
and longevity (http://www.urbantreegrowth.org/join.html).
Bryant Scharenbroch
—UTGL Chair
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Student Perspective—2014 ISA
Conference Experience
Aaron Carpenter—is a master's student at West Virginia University,
focusing in Urban Forest Biomechanics.
The 2014 annual ISA conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
was an excellent experience. Throughout the whole
conference everyone was eager to talk and help you in
any way. The educational sessions provided me with new
research interests and helped to solidify why I am in this
profession. I was especially interested in areas which I
would not think of as associated with urban forestry and
arboriculture, such as lichens or drone technology.
The networking and educational opportunities provided to
students was welcoming. If there were not so many financial assistance opportunities provided to students I would not have been able to attend this conference. As
a student speaker many of my costs were waived and I even received a travel grant
which made the trip possible. The speaking experience helped me to gain experience in talking at a professional venue and provide others with the basis of my
research. I was encouraged throughout the week to make my time at the conference
not only worthwhile but fun, which I think is a great message for students.
I would like to thank AREA, the sponsors of the conference, and everyone who
made the trip possible. I am looking forward to next year’s conference and to reconnect with all of the professionals I met in Wisconsin.

Won Hoi Hwang—is a Ph.D. Candidate in
Geospatial and Environmental Analysis at
Virginia Tech.
First of all, it is an honor to have been awarded as an AREA
recipient at the 2014 ISA conference in Milwaukee. My first
ISA conference in Toronto, Canada impressed me because
it offered a time and place for student and professionals
to interact closely with each other. As I expected, I had a
chance to have chances not only to present my research, but

was a pleasant surprise was the great opportunity to meet and talk with professors,
researchers, as well as students who have various research interests.
During the conference, through attending presentations and seminars, I was able to
acquire some ideas and considerations that will support my dissertation. Especially,
attending presentations about energy saving trees and coniferous trees, gave me
ideas about how research findings could be applied into real world settings and how
others think differently regarding the same subjects. As well, meeting with mentors at luncheons was another great benefit to me. This opportunity gave me a new
perspective about future careers in both academia and non-profit organizations.
Armed with this valued experience and increased knowledge, I hope to provide
mentoring to others in the future.
Attending a conference provides graduate students including myself with another great
opportunity to travel new places, it was Milwaukee this year. Fortunately for me, the
annual Wisconsin State Fair was held during the conference period. Visiting this fair allowed me to learn about Wisconsin agricultural and dairy industry. With all the encouraging experiences I have had, my hope is to attend the 2015 ISA conference in Orlando.

Shannon Lea Watkins—is a Ph.D. student at the
School of Public and Environmental Affairs at
Indiana University.
The benefits of being an AREA student travel grant recipient
extended beyond the opportunity to present my research.
To me, the greater benefit was the opportunity it afforded to
hear presentations from and meet other researchers in the
field after presentations, in networking sessions and during
the AREA lunch. The most interesting conversations I had
were sparked from environmental justice-related research
that I’m working on for my dissertation and I left to conference with new ideas,
resources and connections that will help further develop my work in that area. In
addition to the education sessions, I was able to spend time with attendees who do
all sorts of interesting work in the field. While in Milwaukee, my research team also
visited a colleague working for the urban ecology center. We had a tour of the center’s arboretum and learned about environmental education activities in Milwaukee.
Together, these experiences provided diverse and fruitful learning opportunities.
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ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show

The International Society of Arboriculture is seeking
proposals for presentations for its 91st Annual Conference, to
be held in Orlando, Florida, USA, August 8-12, 2015.
Abstract proposals are being accepted for AREA sessions,
student presenters, poster presentations, general education, symposia (panel
discussions), Tree Academy, Climbers’ Corner, SMA (Municipal), and UAA (Utility).
AREA sessions will be held on Wednesday, August 12, 2015.

The deadline for submissions is December 5, 2014.
Student presenters are encouraged to submit their presentations at the above link
(choosing the AREA student option). The deadline for these submissions is December
31, 2014. Students that are selected to give their presentation will need to submit
additional information for the AREA Student Travel Grant (due by Friday, February 13,
2015). Please know that student grant winners ae required to give a ten minute talk on
the paper they submitted on Wednesday, August 12, 2015 (AREA sessions), submit an
article about their conference experience and attend the AREA meeting (slated for
Tuesday late afternoon).
Please email any questions to tduzan@isa-arbor.com

26-28 March 2015
Newcastle University, UK
This international cross-disciplinary conference,
organised by the School of Architecture, Planning

and Landscape at Newcastle University, will bring together scholarly communities for knowledge
exchange and debate. It aims to consider the discourses that swirl around concepts of wilderness,

wildness, wildscape, re-wilding, wilding and the wild. It will seek to explore the place of these notions

in the contemporary imagination, whilst giving an account of their continuing agency for academics,
professionals and all those engaged in landscape issues.

Landscape, Wilderness and The Wild will take place over two days at Newcastle University, with a
third day of facilitated day trips to explore notions of wilderness and the wild in
Northumberland, North Pennines and Wild Teesside.
Keynotes: Professor Bill Adams / Dr Steve Carver / Jay Griffiths / Dr Anna Jorgensen / Paul
Kingsnorth.

Themes: The Urban Wild / Rewilding vs the Cultural Landscape / Future Imaginaries of Landscape
/ Wilderness as a State of Mind / Reclaimed and Restored Landscapes / The End of
Enviromentalism?
Registration: Early bird until Friday 6 February 2015. For registration and accommodation
information please visit www.ncl.ac.uk/apl/news/events/thewild.

The Wild Practice in Academia? Wednesday 25 March. Workshop for PhD students whose
research focuses on creative practice or who are interested in cross-disciplinary working with
creative practitioners.

www.ncl.ac.uk/apl/news/events/thewild @TheWild_Conf

6

Q U A R T E R LY
E-NEWSLETTER

call for papers

Environmental Concerns in
Rights-of-Way (ROW) Management

Upcoming Events
WCISA—14th Annual Pest & Disease Symposium
December 16, 2014
Milpitas Civic Center Auditorium, Milpitas, California, US
For details, see: www.wcisa.net/meetings/meetingdisplay.aspx?MeetingID=5527

Massachusetts Tree Warden and Foresters Association
102nd Annual Conference
11 International Symposium
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
September 20-23, 2015
th

Purpose

PHOTO CREDIT ROB YOUNG

Background
is being organized
The Halifax Symposium
representing
by a steering committee
universities involved
industries, agencies, and
ent of electric
in research and managem
, highway, railroad,
transmission line, pipeline
f-way (ROW).
ts-o
righ
r
fiber optic, and othe
a of this series.
This is the 11th symposi
held in Phoenix,
The 10th symposium was
and attracted nearly
Arizona in October 2011,
the series have
350 attendees. Others in
e University (1976),
included Mississippi Stat
Diego, CA (1982);
Ann Arbor, MI (1979); San
Montreal, Quebec
Indianapolis, IN (1987);
(1997); Calgary,
(1993); New Orleans, LA
Springs, NY (2004);
Alberta (2000); Saratoga
and Portland, OR (2009).

Right-of-way managers mus
t comply with complex
environmental regulatio
ns and public demands
for attaining the highest
level of environmental
protection while promotin
g multiple use of rights-o
fway. There is a need for
cost-effective managem
ent
practices which demonst
rate environmental
stewardship, maintain biod
iversity, and satisfy
conflicting expectations
of stakeholders and the
general public.
The Symposium will add
ress environmental issues
in ROW planning and man
agement, and will
provide a forum for info
rmation exchange among
environmental professiona
ls from a wide variety of
agencies, industries, and
academic organizations.
The
goal is to achieve a better
understanding of current
and emerging environm
ental issues related to ROW
management by sharing
environmental research
and practical experience
throughout the world. This
exchange of experiences
and ideas will result in mor
e
cost-effective and environm
entally sensitive ROW
management.

www.rights-of-way.org

January 13-14, 2015
Sturbrisge Hotel and Conference Center, Sturbridge, Massachusetts, US
For details, see: http://masstreewardens.org/

IAA Annual Conference
January 20-22, 2015
Indianapolis Marriot East, Indianapolis, Indiana, US
For details, see: https://ag.purdue.edu/fnr/associations/IAA/Pages/annualconf.aspx

Utah Green Industry Conference & Trade Show
January 27-28, 2015
Southtowne Expo Center, Sandy, Utah, US
For details, see: www.utahgreen.org/events.htm

Midwestern Chapter Annual Conference & Trade Show
January 28-30, 2015
Mid-America Center, Council Bluffs, Iowa, US
For details, see: www.mwisa.org/conference-and-trade-show

Virginia Association of Forest Health Professionals
Conference
February 2-3, 2015
Stonewall Jackson Hotel, Staunton, Virginia, US
For details, see: www.VAFHP.org/conference/
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Think Trees 29th Annual Conference
February 5-6, 2015
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Albuquerque, New Mexico, US
For details, see: www.thinktreesnm.org

Arborcon 2015
February 17-18, 2015
Lansing Center, Lansing, Michigan, US
For details, see: www.asm-isa.org/education_1.html

ISAO Annual Conference & Trade Show
February 18-20, 2015
Caesars Windsor Hotel & Casino, Windsor, Ontario, Canada
For details, see: www.isaontario.com

Cost of Not Maintaining Trees Symposium
March 18-19, 2015
Patel Center of Global Sustainability, University of South Florida, Tampa,
Florida, US
For details, see: www.isa-arbor.com/costofnotmaintainingtrees

2015 International Tree Climbing Championship
March 21-22, 2015
Rowlett Park, Tampa, Florida, US
For details, see: www.isa-arbor.com/events/treeclimbingchampionships/index.aspx

1º Fórum Internacional de Avaliação de Árvores de Risco
March 23-25, 2015
Auditorio AMRIGS, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil
For details, see: http://sbau.org.br/site/noticias/noticias.php?id=53

Barcham's 2015 Big Barn Conference
It promises to be Britain's biggest ever
Barcham Trees has announced details of the Big Barn Conference
http://www.trees.org.uk/aa/news/Barcham-s-2015-Big-Barn-Conference-336.html
to be held at its Ely, Cambridgeshire, headquarters on Wednesday, 17 June 2015
Barcham's sales director Keith Sacre, has secured a group of world-class arboricultural experts to speak to an expected 550 delegates, for whom attendance,
plus breakfast and lunch, is completely free-of-charge!
"We believe our 2015 Big Barn Conference will be the biggest arboricultural
gathering of its kind ever held in the UK, and I am delighted we have nine
speakers from three continents to make the day a truly international event, and
one we hope tree care professionals will not want to miss", says Keith.
The conference host will be Dr Mark Johnston will introduce the speakers
throughout the day. The speakers will include:
Jim Smith – Trees and Woodlands Officer London on The London i-Tree
Project
Frederic Segur on Tree Management in Lyon France
Ian Sear on Tree Management in Melbourne, Australia
Mike Raupp – University of Maryland, USA on Pests and Diseases: Threats
to the Urban Forest
Henrik Sjoman – University of Alnarp, Sweden on Tree Species selection
Nina Bassuk – Cornell University USA on Tree Species selection
Dave Nowak – USDA, USA on Urban Forest Management, the importance
of inventory and the role of i-Tree
Cecil Konijndijk van den Bosch – University of Alnarp, Sweden on Urban
Forest Governance.
Places are now available from Barcham Trees, which are offered on a first-come,
first-served basis.
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The Cost of Not Maintaining Trees
Symposium

i-Tree

March 18-19, 2015

European

i-Tree

Patel Center of Global Sustainability
University of South Florida
Tampa, Florida, USA

Conference
12 March 2015, Alnarp Sweden
Assessing urban tree resources and the the ecosystem services and benefits these provide are crucial to urban forest management. i-Tree is a software suite from the USDA Forest Service (USA) that
has been used since 2006 to calculate and economically valuate these ecosystem services. i-Tree has
been used on individual trees, parcels, neighborhoods, cities, and even entire states. i-Tree is now
being used around the world and have been modified specifically to Australian and Canadian conditions.
The European i-Tree conference will discuss how iTree can be used in Europe and how i-Tree have
been used around the world!
Find out more about i-Tree via: www.itreetools.org

Date and Place:
Dates: 12 March 2015
Place: University of Agriculture, Alnarp, Sweden

Conference program
09.00-09.15 Welcome
09.15-09.45 David Nowak The current program and future development
09.45-10.15 John McNeil Using i-Tree as a foundation for municipal urban forest policy development and management
10.15-10.45 Coffee
10.45-11.15 Francisco Escobedo Applying and adapting i-Tree in
Latin America and the Caribbean
11.15-11.45 Keith Logie Estimating the value of trees and green
spaces in Edinburgh using i-Tree and impact assessment tools.
11.45-12.30 Lunch
12.30-13.30 Tour around Alnarp (Landscape laboratory and the
Alnarp Park)

Deadline for registration: 1 March 2014

13.30-14.00 Craig Hallam Use of i-Tree in Australia – experiences
of using i-Tree

Please visit www.i-tree.se for registration and more

14.00-14.30 Kieron Doick i-Tree in the UK: the position of Forest
Research

information or contact the conference coordinator
Dr Johan Östberg,
johan.ostberg@slu.se

www.i-tree.se

14.30-15.00 Coffee
15.00-15.30 Cecil Konijnendijk Implementation of i-Tree – A Governance perspective
15.30-16.00 Janice Ansine Treezilla, a way of collecting data and
use volunteers
16.00-16.30 Discussion
16.30 Day end

The International Society of
Arboriculture,the Florida Urban
Forestry Council, and the
ISA Florida Chapter will
host two full days of talks,
featuring some of the world’s
leading experts in the fields
of arboriculture, urban forestry,
and utility vegetation
management.
Speakers will include:
Dave Nowak,
Ed Gilman,
Cecil Konijnendijk,
Rich Hauer,
and more!
For more information
or to register, go to:
www.isa-arbor.com/symposia
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Scholarship Opportunities
International Society
of Arboriculture
Undergraduate Fellowship
The International Society of Arboriculture summer fellowship provides students with an
invaluable opportunity to work with leaders in arboricultural research and education from
around the world. The fellowship recipient will help develop books, articles, videos,
podcasts, surveys, presentations, and seminars.

What is included in the fellowship?
• Paid stipend for a minimum of 10 weeks.
• Paid travel, lodging, registration, and meals at the 2015 ISA Annual
International Conference in Orlando, Florida, U.S.A.

Who is eligible?
• Undergraduate students attending a four-year program with a minimum
of two years completed, or students close to finishing a two-year program.
• Students majoring in Arboriculture, Horticulture, Urban Forestry, or
similar disciplines.

Who should apply?
• Students who excel in their academic studies.
• Students interested in attaining a technical or educational
position in commercial, utility, or municipal arboriculture.
• Students interested in continuing their education at the
graduate level.
• Anyone who has a passion for arboriculture and urban forestry.
See the job posting at:
http://www.isa-arbor.com/about/staff/staffEmployment.aspx

Application deadline: March 13, 2015.
Contact Wes Kocher for more information.
+1.217.355.9411 x227 ● wkocher@isa-arbor.com

International Society of Arboriculture

www.isa-arbor.com • p. +1 217.355.9411 • isa@isa-arbor.com

The School of Global Urban and Social
Sciences is offering one PhD scholarship
to a high achieving research student
interested in measuring the impact of
trees and the urban forest on cities in Australia.
Value and duration
The scholarship is valued at $25,392 per annum for three years only. An exceptional
international candidate will receive this stipend and a waiver for the fees.
One scholarship available
To be eligible for this scholarship you must:
• be eligible for admission to a PhD at the School of Global, Urban and Social
Sciences
• be able to commence full-time study in Semester 1, 2015 (by 31 March 2015
for Semester 1)
• satisfy the requirements to gain a scholarship at RMIT University
• have a minimum of an undergraduate degree in the area of geography,
planning or related area
• have a proven aptitude for scientific methodology through (for example) a
postgraduate qualification. Some knowledge of statistics would be desirable
• have experience of working with GIS software and a proven aptitude for
working with remotely sensed data and large data sets.
• demonstrate excellent academic results and research potential.
Applicants should submit a:
• cover letter (maximum one page) detailing any relevant experience
• curriculum vitae (maximum four pages) detailing educational background
(with scores/GPAs), research experience, citizenship details, and any relevant
prizes, awards, scholarships and publications
• copy of transcripts from relevant educational degrees.
Applications should be submitted by email to Ms. Andrea Higgins
environmentplanning.postgraduate@rmit.edu.au.
Applications close 10 December 2014.
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Employment Opportunities
Assistant Professor/Associate Professor Forest and Nature
Conservation Policy
We are
The department of Environmental Sciences of Wageningen University provides fundamental research and academic education on our living environment: nature, landscape,
land usage, adaptation to climate change, water and ocean management, and the various competing claims on space. This also includes biodiversity and the sustainability
of management and production. Wageningen University is part of the Wageningen
University and Research Centre concern.
FNP’s research focuses on the political, social and cultural dimensions of forests, nature
and biodiversity in teaching and research activities. These cover various regions in the
world (the Netherlands, Europe, Tropics) and various spatial and administrative scales
(from the global to the local). FNP's research program includes three interrelated themes:
(1) the global local nexus in forest and nature governance; (2) public engagement and participation of private actors in public policy; and (3) the role of knowledge and expertise
in management and conservation practices. Theoretically, FNP's research program builds
upon the so-called Practice Based Approach (PBA). This approach takes 'social-ecological
practices' as its entry point of analysis and offers an interpretive approach that produces
situated accounts of forest and nature practices all around the world and that includes
both qualitative and quantitative research methods. These accounts serve as the basis for
scientific analysis as well as for applied research and policy advice.
We are looking for
We are looking for two enthusiastic and ambitious academics to strengthen our group.
While excellence is the main selection criterion, complementarity in research networks
and experience will be taken into account as well.
We ask that the successful candidate:
• Holds a PhD in policy sciences, science and technology studies, human/cultural
geography, anthropology, sociology, development studies, social forestry or another
relevant social science discipline.
• Has an excellent international track record in preferably two of the three research
themes of FNP (global-local nexus, public engagement/participation, role of
expertise/knowledge), evidenced by a substantive list of high quality peer-reviewed
publications.
• Is an ambitious and enthusiastic scientist and a team player, devoted to research
and teaching in the social sciences.

• Has a proven track record in acquiring research funding and in managing complex research projects (for associate professor level) or proven potential to acquire
research funding and managing research projects (for assistant professor level).
• Has a strong international academic reputation and network, as evidenced by
reviewing and editing experience, international conference presentations, collaborative research activities and joint publications.
• Has strong networks with relevant professional and societal organizations in Europe and the tropics.
• Has a long term vision on the field with regard to research and teaching, and is able
to innovate accordingly.
• Has strong didactic skills and the ability to be(come) an inspiring teacher.
• Has excellent communicative and writing skills and is able to communicate with
both the academic and professional fields as well as with lay audiences
• Is willing to contribute to general tasks and activities of the chair group, the university and the academic community at large.
• Has the ambition to obtain a personal professorship in the future (after 6 years for
associate professor level, after 12 years for assistant professor level).
We offer
Exceptional qualified candidates may be considered for a tenured position at the level of
associate professor. We offer you as talented scientist a challenging career trajectory called
Tenure Track. From the position of associate professor you can grow into the position of a
Professor holding a Personal Chair. Of course training and coaching are provided and interdisciplinary (international) cooperation is stimulated. You will also be given the chance
to build up your own research line. As we will only be selecting outstanding candidates
to take part in Tenure Track, this will be a good stepping stone to a further career within
Wageningen UR or elsewhere. We offer you a full time contract for 3 years, which can lead
to a permanent employment contract. Gross salary per month from € 3.259,- to € 4.462,
(assistant professor position) and from € 4.517,- to € 5.498, (associate professor position)
based on full time employment and dependent on expertise and experience.
More information
For additional information, please contact: Prof.dr. B.J.M. Arts, bas.arts@wur.nl or Dr.
E. Turnhout, esther.turnhout@wur.nl
The deadline for application is till 25 December 2014.
For this position you can only apply on line (via www.wur.nl/UK/work)
Please don't send your application directly to Prof.dr. B.J.M. Arts and Dr. E. Turnhout.
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Social-Ecological Modeling of Resilient Landscapes Post-doctoral
Appointment—Rutgers/USDA Forest Service
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, and the New Jersey Agricultural Research Station, through the Department of Ecology, Evolution and Natural Resources, invites applications for a 18 month-2-year post-doctoral appointment as part of the Center for Resilient
Landscapes collaboration with the USDA Forest Service (USDA-FS), beginning as soon as
February 2015 (http://crl.rutgers.edu). The appointee will work on developing an applied
socio-ecological simulation model of governance and ecological processes to better address
current and future challenges in forest resilience in the face of changing human development
and climate regimes. The postdoc will work with faculty and scientists from both organizations to develop a line of research focused on the study of disturbance regimes prevalent in
New Jersey and the surrounding region, which could include: fire in the wildland-urban
interface (WUI), extreme storm events, developmental pressures, pests and invasive species,
and changing economies and markets. The successful candidate also will work with project
leaders to develop an institutionally-blended, cross-disciplinary team broadly bounded by
forest resilience and management practice across the WUI and within the developed and
developing landscapes in the urbanized coastal regions of the United States.
This appointment will be based in New Brunswick, NJ on the Rutgers Cook Campus,
but will be part of a developing team of faculty and USDA-FS scientists whose main
objective is to study urban natural resources stewardship and the development of
social-ecological system resilience, from short-term recovery, to longer-term restoration, to fundamental system re-organization. The research and collaborative team is
expected to have a regional focus and will develop programmatic linkages throughout
(but not limited to) the Silas Little Experimental Forest; the USDA-FS Urban Field
Station network; the Rutgers campuses in New Brunswick, Newark and Camden; and
other regional university programs, as opportunity allows. Centrally located between
the USDA-FS Urban Field Stations of Philadelphia and New York City, there will be opportunities to form collaborative relationships across and between locations.
Applicants with a broad range of disciplinary backgrounds will be considered, including
geography, computational sciences, entomology, ecology, plant pathology, forestry, horticulture, environmental sociology, planning, and natural resource management. Specific
responsibilities will include:
• Developing or adapting a socio-ecological model of landscape-level disturbance(s) that
can be applied to the New Jersey landscape.
• Working with Rutgers and USFS project members to assemble a broad scientific team
focused on study design, implementation and/or publications.
• Identifying and pursuing outside funding sources.

• Leading technology transfer efforts and authoring peer reviewed publications.
• Leading strategic development of the research program in conjunction with expert
panels and/or advisory groups.

Requirements include:
• PhD in geography, natural resources, biology, ecology, forestry, statistics, mathematics
or related field at time of appointment.
• Strong quantitative or computational skills.
• Interdisciplinary, socio-ecological background.
• Excellent oral and written communication skills.
• An ability to work both independently and in a collaborative team.

Preference will be given to candidates with expertise in the following areas:
• Experience with developing applied, integrated socio-ecological models (e.g., agentbased model, systems dynamics model).
• Experience working with and/or developing decision support tools.
• Computer programming abilities (e.g., R, python, MatLab, agent-based modeling software like MASON)
• Demonstrated written & verbal communication skills for scientific & practitioner audiences.
• Demonstration of strong collaborative and creative team building skills.

Salary and benefits:
A fellowship stipend will be the equivalent of $50,000 per year with a competitive benefits
package: http://uhr.rutgers.edu/policies-resources/faqs/faq-postdoc-fellow-health-insurance
Letters of interest should include a CV, a one- to two-page research statement, highlighting the modeling approach the candidate might apply to this postdoctoral appointment, and three letters of recommendation. These can be submitted to:
Dr. Jason Grabosky
14 College Farm Road
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
grabosky@aesop.rutgers.edu
Application materials may be submitted electronically via e-mail, with the subject heading: “last name USDAFS-RU Pdoc”
Application materials should be submitted by January 1, 2015 for a February 2015 start
date, but the application period will remain open until a suitable candidate is identified.
The start date is negotiable and could begin as late as June or September 2015.
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Application Deadline: January 31, 2015
The Garden Club of America (GCA) with the support of
Casey Trees of Washington, DC, is soliciting applications
for its national urban forestry fellowship. GCA has a
history of interest in the health of the urban forest and
would like to support young scientists in their
undergraduate and graduate studies in this field. The
study areas of interest are far reaching, including urban
forest management and planning as well as topics in biology, ecology, or human health that
will specifically move urban forest science forward. The GCA Fellowship in Urban Forestry
will be awarded in early 2015. Applications are reviewed by a selection committee at Virginia
Tech composed of practicing urban forestry scientists and professionals in related fields.
Final selection is made by The Garden Club of America.
The fellowship is highly competitive and applicants must present clearly in their applications
how they will advance the GCA’s goal of increasing future capacity in urban forestry
research.
Eligibility: The fellowship is open to both graduate students and advanced undergraduates
pursuing degrees in urban forestry, forestry, horticulture, environmental studies or a closely
related field at any 4-year college or university degree program in the United States.
Recipients must be students in the U.S. who will be enrolled as juniors or seniors or
graduate students during the fellowship period (2015-64). The award is for $5,000 and
recipients may apply for one additional year of funding.
Application Process: For more information, online application forms, and past recipients, visit
http://urbanforestry.frec.vt.edu/scholarshipsGCA.shtml or contact Dr. Susan D. Day at
gcaurbanforestry@vt.edu or 540-231-7264.

AREA has launched two new sections as part of our Quarterly eNewsletter;
these are the International Perspective and Student Perspective. We are
actively seeking submissions for both columns.
The International Perspective is open to all Urban Forestry and Arboricultural researchers and educators, yet we hope to concentrate on those individuals
who work outside of the United States. AREA has a diverse membership and
we want to promote viewpoints from around the world. Articles to be considered should discuss relevant AREA topics, such as; varying perspectives
on urban forest issues from around the world, current directions in research,
teaching tools for the classroom, or how to increase enrollment.
Encourage your students (undergraduate or graduate) to write an article for
the Student Perspective column. Students can address what they enjoy about
Urban Forestry or Arboriculture, internships or work experiences, educational and networking opportunities (conferences), research projects, or exciting club activities. This is a chance for a student to develop their writing skills
and for the AREA members to hear the voice of the next generation of Urban
Foresters.
Please email submissions to tduzan@isa-arbor.com; articles should be limited
to 250-500 words.

