
As we have passed into the thick of spring I have received a steady 
stream of emails from AREA's staff liaison, Tricia Duzan. She has 
been patiently asking for my welcome letter and assuring me that 
it would be a quick write--much less effort than the many, many 
other writing projects that keep me up each night. Now that I am 
finally writing this, I see that she was indeed correct. 
 
With this noted, it seems like the appropriate time to acknowledge 
all that ISA staff does to help AREA. As noted above, Tricia helps 
gather content and organizes this newsletter each quarter. She also 
facilitates our monthly executive committee calls, manages the 
conference program for AREA, assists with the student travel grant 
program, and plans the logistics for the AREA annual face-to-face 
meeting. This is on top of all she does for the larger ISA organiza-
tion. AREA contracts out her time annually and the investment has 
proven to be one of the soundest made by the organization. 
 
Right alongside her for many of these tasks is Wes Kocher. Wes 
helps manage the educational side of the many conferences and 
subject-specific symposia ISA and AREA co-host. He also weighs 
in when the executive committee and Tricia are wading through 
policy change (e.g., the non-profit status of AREA). Together, 
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dear AReA Members,
Tricia and Wes form a dynamic duo which often drives AREA initia-
tives. They provide continuity that will allow AREA to endure over 
the years. Since they began working with the organization, AREA has 
greatly increased its activity and membership. 
 
Additional support is provided by Kara Stachowiak, who ties AREA’s 
programming and meeting into the main ISA Annual Conference 
each year. 
 
If you have a moment, look these folks up in the ISA staff directory 
and write them a quick email of thanks and encouragement. I can say 
from experience that ISA staff are some of the hardest working folks 
you will have the pleasure of meeting. Their work for AREA goes 
largely unrecognized, but Tricia, Wes, and others within ISA deserve 
continual praise for their role in this organization’s success. 
 

Andrew Koeser, Ph.D. 
President

Meet your AReA executive Committee in Fort Worth for the IsA Annual International Conference and Trade show in August...Registration is now 
open!  network , share research and contibute ideas at our annual meeting/social...for more information check out page 5 of this newsletter!  
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International Perspective
Moving towards ‘Right species, Right Place’:  
A Perspective on the 2nd International Conference on 
urban Tree diversity 
By Justin Morgenroth

The city of Melbourne, Australia hosted the 2nd International Conference on Ur-
ban Tree Diversity (UTD2) on 22–23 February 2016. Melbourne is a veritable case 
study in urban tree diversity. Its iconic downtown city streets were once planted in 
a near monoculture of London Plane (Platanus × acerifolia) trees. But Melbourne is 
slowly replacing the planes with other species (e.g. Waterhousea floribunda, Steno-
carpus sinuatus) in recognition of the value of diversity in the urban forest.

The Conference
The conference was held at the Melbourne Cricket Ground and hosted by Arbori-
culture Australia, which aligned their annual conference with UTD2. The unique 
venue provided exciting opportunities for delegates to sit in the stands and watch 
top Australian cricketers and Australian rules footballers practice during confer-
ence coffee breaks and lunches. Delegates were treated to informative and impas-
sioned talks, on a variety of topics related to urban tree diversity, from expert 
speakers representing twelve countries. Keynote speaker Susan Day (Virginia Tech, 
USA) opened the conference by describing the challenges faced by urban forestry 
as a profession. Other keynote speakers included Diane Pataki (University of Utah, 
USA), C Y Jim (Hong Kong University, Hong Kong), Anne Jaluzot (professional 
urban planner, UK), and Cecil Konijnendijk van den Bosch (Swedish University 
of Agricultural Sciences). Together they covered topics including species diversity, 
structural diversity, environmental/climatic diversity, and socio-cultural diversity, 
all of which underpin the conference theme. 

The need for urban tree diversity was a common topic.  Urban forest diversity was 
suggested as a solution to threats inclusive of climate change, biotic stresses (e.g., 
pests and disease), and abiotic stresses (e.g., drought). Climate change has the 
potential to push currently planted species past their physiological limits, leading 
to local mass mortality and a need for an altered species palette.  Previous pest and 
disease outbreaks have led to the widespread loss of a single prevalent species over 
large geographic regions. The delegates didn’t need to be convinced that tree diver

sity would be critical to achieving resilient urban forests. The question of how to 
achieve this goal was the foundation of numerous talks. 

An agreed upon starting point was assessing baseline diversity within the urban 
forest. Knowing the current species richness allows for informed policy, strategy, 
and management relevant to increasing diversity. Further to establishing a baseline, 
meeting diversity goals would require buy-in from all actors, including tree grow-
ers, urban planners, landscape architects, arborists, urban forest managers and, of 
course, local residents and community. Nurseries traditionally grow ‘safe bets’, or 
species that are easy to propagate, grow, and sell. But this conservative approach 
can restrict the number of tree species that can be selected, planted, and grown. 
Nurseries require incentives and ‘safety nets’ to grow new species or cultivars. Plan-
ners, landscape architects, and urban forest managers need to develop an under-
standing of the site and growing conditions required by a larger palette of species 
and, subsequently, have the courage to change the status quo by planting previously 
underused, or unavailable, tree species. Citizens can (and do) support increased 
species richness by planting a wide diversity of woody species in their own pri-
vate yards. While professionals may select species based on minimizing risk and 
maintenance requirements, or optimizing ecosystem services, citizens with their 
varied cultural, religious, and demographic backgrounds often select species for 
other outcomes (e.g., flowering, fruiting, wildlife habitat). Growing diverse, resilient 
urban forests will depend on all actors—not just the professionals. 

Co n T I n u e d  o n  PAg e  3  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/melburnian/12005274805/in/photostream/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/melburnian/12005274805/in/photostream/


Q u A R T e R l y 

e - n e W s l e T T e R

3

Delegates heard that cities are challenging growing environments for trees. The valid-
ity of this is argued in the scientific literature, but nonetheless, we seem to have failed 
to recognize the role that greater tree diversity can play in solving this problem. The 
extreme conditions found in cities (e.g., drought, anaerobic soils, extreme heat) are 
also found naturally outside cities. Certain tree species have evolved avoidance and 
tolerance mechanisms to survive (and even thrive) in these extreme environments. 
By expanding our palette of acceptable tree species to include those that survive 
naturally in these extreme environments, we may be better equipped to judiciously 
select and successfully establish trees in the so-called ‘challenging urban environ-
ment’. Such an approach may require moderating dogmatic views on ‘native’ versus 
‘exotic’ species. The native/exotic debate was touched on by a handful of speakers and 
there appeared to be general acceptance that exotic (though not invasive) species have 
important roles to play in many urban areas whose environment and climate differ 
markedly from the non-urbanized surroundings.  

Melbourne’s UTD2 conference built on the success of the inaugural urban tree 
diversity conference in Alnarp, Sweden in 2014.  UTD2 demonstrated that the field 
of urban forest diversity research has developed subtly and expanded beyond species 
diversity to include genetic, structural, and socio-cultural diversity, amongst other 
aspects. The discipline is pushing forward beyond a basic understanding the benefits 
of, and challenges to, urban forest diversification. Perhaps as we continue to learn 
more about urban forest diversity, we’ll update the nearly ubiquitous mantra ‘right 
tree, right place’ by saying ‘right species, right place’.  

Call for nominations:  
AReA executive Committee 
vice-President 

The Arboriculture Research and Education Academy (AREA) is seeking candidates 
to fill the position of Vice President for the executive committee. Officers for the 
AREA Executive Committee consist of a President, President-elect, Vice President, 
and a Secretary Treasurer.  This position will serve as President-elect and then 
President after the Vice President term.

To nominate someone (including yourself), please send the nominee’s name, biog-
raphy (picture is optional), and a letter of interest/support to AREA@isa-arbor.com 
by 15 June 2016.  

 » The Vice President assumes the duties of secretary in the secretary’s absence, 
and serves as AREA liaison to the Editorial Board of Arboriculture & Urban 
Forestry. The Vice President shall preside during the President’s and President-
elect’s absence. 

Please email tduzan@isa-arbor.com with questions or for additional information. 

students
2016 AReA student Travel grant
selected student Winners

AREA believes that the future of Arboriculture and Urban Forestry research lies in 
the development of today’s students. As such, AREA devotes an hour for student 
talks during AREA Educational Sessions at Annual Conference. Five students are 
selected in a competitive process to present their research findings. This provides 
the students an opportunity to develop presentation skills as well as to network 
with academics, professional researchers, and many practitioners who attend the 
talks. In addition, these students receive a travel grant that helps defer the cost of 
attending the annual conference.

Alex grieve (virginia Tech)
Growing up among the Beech-Maple Forests of Northern Michigan, Alex 
developed an interest in forestry at an early age. His father—a forester at Michigan’s 
Department of Natural Resources—introduced him to the importance of trees 
during summer trips to national parks and state forests. Alex 
never envisioned working with trees when he was younger, 
but time spent around them had a profound influence on 
his life choices, eventually leading him to pursue forest 
management at Michigan State University. Currently Ryan is 
conducting research on urban waste wood utilization for an 
Urban Forestry Master’s Degree at Virginia Tech.

Co n T I n u e d  F R o M  PAg e  2  
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The ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show provides a forum 
for the exchange of information and opportunities to network with others in the 
arboricultural profession. The event provides a lineup of educational sessions 
led by industry leaders from around the globe, sharing their thoughts and views 
about the newest trends in equipment, practice, technology and research in arbo-
riculture and urban forestry.  Schedule/App: http://eventmobi.com/isa2016/

Location:
Fort Worth Convention Center
1201 Houston Street
Fort Worth, Texas (US)

Conference Dates:
13-17 August 2016

Conference Registration:
Registration is now open!
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/registration.aspx

Get your tickets for Tree Academy Workshops:
•Exploring Tree Anatomy (3-day workshop)—Mark Hartley 
•Water Drought, and Trees: Basic Understandings—Kim D. Coder
•Using Drones in Tree Care: What You Need to Know—Dan Staley
•Tree Diagnostics: 23 Questions to Know and Hands-On Samples to Sharpen  
  Your Plant Scene Investigator (PSI) Skills—Amy Stone, Jim Chatfield, Erik        
  Draper, Mickey Merritt, Courtney Blevins
•The Z: Paragraphs to Live By—John Ball
•Likelihood of Failure Club: The VaLiD Approach—David Evans, Mike Ellison
•Decay School—Glen Stanosz
•Fort Worth Tree Disease Tour—David Appel

Ryan Klein (university of Florida)
Ryan is originally from Princeton, Illinois, which is about two hours 
southwest of Chicago. After earning two bachelor’s degrees, one in 
business (Columbia 2008) and one in anthropology with a minor 
in urban forestry (Western Illinois University 2014), he moved to 
Gainesville, Florida to take a research position with Dr. Andrew Ko-
eser. Ryan plans to pursue a career that focuses on the link between social science and 
natural science as it relates to urban forest management, exploring the connections 
between people and their natural surroundings.  

eric north (university of Minnesota)
After spending 10 years in the field of computer sciences, 
Eric returned to the University of Minnesota to study urban 
forestry and arboriculture in 2009. He has since worked 
with communities to increase the capacity of their urban 
forests through research and technical support. While work-
ing at the University of Minnesota he has had the opportu-
nity to teach classes in arboriculture and tree identification 

to university students, industry professionals, and volunteer groups. Eric has main-
tained his Minnesota Tree Inspector certification and is an ISA Certified Arborist™. 

sophie nitoslawski (dalhousie university)
Sohpie's first memorable interaction with a tree was when 
it collided with her big toe after she kicked it out of frustra-
tion due to a failed climbing attempt to pick an elusive apple. 
Her father eventually assisted with a lift up to a branch. Her 
view of the orchard from that vantage point made a huge 
impression on Sophie. Seventeen years later, she completed 
a Bachelor of Arts & Science in Environmental Studies at 
McGill University in Montreal, Quebec.  Sophie believes that urban forests are key 
to mitigating environmental changes and to living sustainably in cities.

Tasman White (Australian national university)
At the age of six Tasman's family moved from the Pacific Northwest Coast of the 
United States back to the island state of Tasmania, Australia (birthplace). It was 

Co n T I n u e d  o n  PAg e  5  
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here that his Grandfather furnished Tasman with a genuine, 
Tasmanian-Oak handled hatchet and schooled him in its use 
and function. Tasman spent the best part of his childhood 
becoming a practiced artisan of this wonderful tool.  Later 
in life Tasman turned that appreciation and began a formal 
education in the fields of forestry, horticulture, arboriculture, 
urban forestry, ecology, environmental law and plant biology.  

Tasman has over 10 years of professional experience working in the arboricultural 
and forest industries. He would like to continue to work and receive formal educa-
tion in the fields of forestry, horticulture, arboriculture, urban forestry, ecology, 
environmental law and plant biology. Tasman has worked as a forester, silvicultur-
ist, a climbing arborist, a consulting arborist, and owned and operated a successful 
arboricultural consulting business in Tasmania, Australia. He was appointed as a 
committee member with the Tasmanian Association of Arboriculture.

Want to learn more about student activities and opportunities? see more 
information on student opportunities from the IsA website.

IsA Welcomes the student Ambassadors for 2016
IsA student Ambassadors were selected for the 2016 IsA Annual Conference. Ten student 

Ambassadors will receive a three night hotel stay and complimentary registration for this 

year’s conference. IsA student Ambassadors  can enjoy a unique conference experience 

with recognition during the opening ceremonies, inclusion in student focus groups, and 

networking opportunities with potential employers at the tradeshow. This year winners 

are the following: 

 » Jordan Baylor—Belton, south Carolina, united states

 » Jessica Carthy—Peterborough, ontario, Canada

 » Randy haas —vancouver, Washington, united states

 » gretchen heimlich—Whittier, California, united states

 » daysha henderson —Knoxville, Tennessee, united states

 » Kyle Meyer—laporte, Colorado, united states

 » John Ashley Reese—Athens, georgia, united states

 » gregg staniforth—Penticton, British Colombia, Canada

 » Adrian van oostrum—Åkersberga, sweden

 » selia Williams—dallas, Texas, united states

Co n T I n u e d  F R o M  PAg e  4  

AReA Meeting and social 
Tuesday –16 August @ 5:30pm

5:30 pm–7:30 pm—Students, conference speakers, and attendees are encouraged 
to take advantage of this opportunity to meet with Arboricultural Research and 
Education Academy (AREA) colleagues. The event will begin with the annual 
AREA meeting followed by a networking social. Some drinks and appetizers will 
be provided with your ticket. Special recognition will be given to the 2016 AREA 
Student Travel Grant recipients and ISA Student Ambassadors. Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. This event will occur at the Bird Café, which 
is just a few blocks from the convention center located at the popular Sundance 
Square.  

get your tickets early (on-site prices increase)!

 » Register by 22 July 2016 $20 
 » Register onsite beginning 12 August 2016 $30 
 » STUDENT–Register by 22 July 2016 $10 
 » STUDENT–Register onsite beginning 12 August 2016 $20 

LOCATION:
 155 E. 4th and Commerce
 Fort Worth, TX 76102

http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/studentopportunities.aspx
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Job Postings

outdoor event Planner
International society of Arboriculture 
IsA headquarters, Champaign, Il usA

The Outdoor Event Planner plays an integral role in the planning, organization and 
logistical facets of delivering high-quality, cost-effective, and sometimes competi-
tive events to ISA’s targeted audiences. This position provides a wide range of sup-
port in the planning and delivery of the International and Regional Tree Climbing 
Championship events. Additionally, this person may assist with other ISA and part-
ner events. Apply here: http://www.isa-arbor.com/about/staff/staffEmployment.aspx

Credential Maintenance and Compliance Manager
International society of Arboriculture 
IsA headquarters, Champaign, Il usA 

Manages the credential maintenance function and related activities. Handles 
credential maintenance issues that are escalated from the Customer Service Center. 
Ensures that credentialing-related policies, procedures, and processes are docu-
mented and strictly followed. Supports compliance with ISO 17024 and ASTM 
E-2659 standards. Supports departmental audits and compliance with audit find-
ings. Processes credentialing-related ethics and appeals cases. Monitors credential 
maintenance metrics and provides timely reports. Maintains a continual focus on 
the integrity of the program through policy development and process improve-
ment. Ensures that the Pre and Post CEU process is maintained and in compliance 
with ISA policy and procedures. Apply heree: http://www.isa-arbor.com/about/staff/
staffEmployment.aspx

Want something in the next newsletter? Contact Tricia Duzan: tduzan@isa-arbor.com

upcoming events

european Forum on urban Forestry (eFuF) 
ljubljana, Alovenia
21 May–4 June 2016
Registration is still open! More information at http://efuf2016.gozdis.si/

urban Forests and sustainability International 
symposium 
shenyang, China 
29 May–4 June 2016
http://iae2016.csp.escience.cn/dct/page/1

The dutch Tree Conference 2016
university of Applied sciences van hall larenstein , velp, netherlands    
9–10 June 2016
 http://www.boominfodag.nl/english/

Trees Florida 2016 Conference and Tradeshow
delray Beach Marriott, delray Beach, Florida, usA   
12–14 June 2016
Trees Florida is the Florida Chapter ISA's annual conference. It begins with our op-
tional Sunday Tree Academy, choose one of two outstanding all-day sessions. The 
conference continues on Monday with a line up of outstanding speakers followed 
by two breakout sessions: What's Up Doc and A Closer Look.   
http://www.floridaisa.org/pdf/TreesFloridaProgram.pdf 

IsA Annual International Conference & Trade show
Fort Worth, Texas, usA 
13–17 August 2016
It is the world’s premier gathering of arboricultural professionals, where practicing 
arborists and urban foresters come together with top researchers and educators. 
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx

http://www.isa-arbor.com/about/staff/staffEmployment.aspx
http://www.isa-arbor.com/about/staff/
mailto:tduzan@isa-arbor.com
http://efuf2016.gozdis.si/
http://iae2016.csp.escience.cn/dct/page/1
http://www.boominfodag.nl/english/
http://www.floridaisa.org/pdf/TreesFloridaProgram.pdf
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx

