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Keeping with the international theme, the AREA Executive Committee 
has made an important change to the annual Student Travel Grant schol-
arships. Beginning in 2015, additional funds will be made available for 
up to 2 international students. The 2015 call for submissions will spell out 
the details. We hope this encourages exchange of scientific research from 
around the world and will help reduce the cost for students to attend the 
conference. 

The AREA Executive Committee is currently reviewing the 2014 
submissions for Travel Grants and Posters. While the submissions we 
received were quite strong, the total number of submissions were down. 
I am sure that this has nothing to do with the host city, as anyone who 
attended Milwaukee in 2001 can remember that it was a great confer-
ence; who could forget Dr. Coder’s arrival on a Harley-Davidson mo-
torcycle. Whatever the reason, it does cause concern. I suspect that this 
year can be considered an outlying year, and submissions will rebound 
next year. After all, my local temperature is forecasted to bounce up to 
11°C next week, which suggests my wife’s daffodils and tulips will be 
growing again. 

Greg Dahle
AREA President

President's Message
Wow, it seems like 2014 just began last week, yet we are now in the second 
quarter. Just last weekend I saw tiny sprouts of daffodils and tulips in 
my yard, which should have initiated thoughts of springtime, however, 
these harbingers of Spring are being placed on hold since this morning's 
temperature was a frigid -16°C . Perusing my emails this morning, I note 
the regional diversity of my colleagues and I wonder how they are faring 
with their own weather conditions. Current temperatures from around 
the world range from: Copenhagen 5°C, Wimanuma, Florida 8°C, Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin -24°C, Mexico City 10°C, Rio de Janerio 27°C, Wroclaw, 
Poland 11°C, Zagreb, Croatia 12°C, Hong Kong 19°C, Singapore 28°C, 
and Sydney is reporting 19°C.

I do not bring this up to say that I wish I was in Singapore right now (ok, 
it does sound great and not simply due to the weather), I merely want 
to emphasize how international our organization has become. In this 
edition of our eNewsletter, we are launching a column titled Interna-
tional Perspective. Cecil K. van den Borsch has composed a relevant and 
timely article for this new addition. I encourage all our colleagues from 
around the world to consider adding their perspective in the coming 
editions. Simply contact Tricia Althaus if you are interested. Borrowing 
a line from Cecil’s article, I do believe the “time seems right for AREA to 
fully embrace its international mandate.”
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International Perspective
By Cecil K. van den Bosch, President-Elect
AREA has traditionally had its stronghold in North America. Here practice, 
education and research under the umbrella of arboriculture and urban forestry is 
well established, although recent years have shown worrying trends in terms of 
cutbacks of research funding and academic staff.

How well-established are education and research within our field in other parts of 
the world? This is an important question to ask, not in the least for AREA.

I am based in Europe and am familiar mostly with the situation there. Very few 
universities or colleges have specific degree programmes in arboriculture and 
urban forestry, with Myerscough College in the UK being one of the exceptions. 
However, quite a few schools have degree specialisations in green space manage-
ment, as well as courses or course elements on arboriculture and urban forestry. 
The University of Copenhagen, for example, has had a Master course under the 
title Urban Forestry & Urban Greening for over a decade.

Research-wise, there has been a real surge in doctoral studies within the field of 
urban forestry and arboriculture—or related, green space oriented themes since 
the mid-1990s. Recent doctoral works have looked at, for example, tree assessment, 
tree establishment, the health benefits of urban green space, public involvement in 
urban forestry, and governance of urban forests. The UK and Nordic countries have 
hosted many of these studies, but Croatia also saw its first doctoral study on urban 
forestry completed during late 2013. Silvija Krajter’s work investigated urban forest 
governance in the capital of Zagreb, while also studying global ‘storylines’ in urban 
forestry research.

There are a number of full professorships at European universities that have urban 
forestry or arboriculture (or a very similar term) in their title. The latest addition to 
this is Alan Simson’s professorship in Landscape Architecture and Urban Forestry at 
Leeds Met, UK.

European activities in the field are also reflected in the series of conferences and 
seminars being held. This year is a particularly busy year in this respect, with 

important events being held in Birmingham, UK (Trees, People and the Built 
Environment II, www.charteredforesters.org/icf-events/icf-national-conference/), 
Turin, Italy (European Conference on Arboriculture, www.isaitalia.org/eventi/458-
european-conference-of-arboriculture-first-announcement.html), Lausanne, Switzer-
land (European Forum on Urban Forestry, www.efuf2014.ch) and Alnarp, Sweden 
(Urban Tree Diversity, www.urbantreediversity.com).

What about other parts of the world? Australia and New Zealand have been active 
for some time. The scientific literature also shows an increasing body of work  
deriving from Asia, led by strong research environments in Beijing, Hong Kong, 
Kuala Lumpur, and Singapore. Penang, Malaysia will host an international congress 
on urban parks as learning environments during June (http://www.iufro.org/science/
divisions/division-6/60000/60700/activities/). Also Latin American colleagues are 
featuring more prominently in the literature and are engaging themselves in inter-
national networks and organisations such as ISA.

The time seems right for AREA to fully embrace its international mandate. We’ll 
keep you posted on what is happening on the international scene in this corner of 
the newsletter.

http://www.charteredforesters.org/icf-events/icf-national-conference/
http://www.isaitalia.org/eventi/458-european-conference-of-arboriculture-first-announcement.html
http://www.isaitalia.org/eventi/458-european-conference-of-arboriculture-first-announcement.html
http://www.efuf2014.ch
http://www.urbantreediversity.com
http://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-6/60000/60700/activities/
http://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-6/60000/60700/activities/
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Arboriculture: A New Beginning
By Josh Pritts
In the summer of 2012 I was participating in a required summer course (Forest 
Resources Management Field Practice) for my major, at West Virginia University. 
As a sophomore and completing my first year in the program I was still new to the 
opportunities I could take advantage of with my degree. During the summer course 
I was able to experience several different types of fields that I could go into after 
graduation. In the last week of the course Bartlett Tree Experts visited our class 
and spoke about the field of arboriculture. After a hearing about the business end 
of arboriculture, we went outside and climbed a tree and took a ride in a bucket 
truck. We also learned about the pest management side of the business by identify-
ing pest right next door at the President’s house. This introduction not only excited 
me, I made a direct contact that shaped my future. At the end of the day I spoke 
with a Bartlett representative and told him I was interested in a summer internship. 
I emailed him right away about working at the Fredericksburg, VA office. He im-
mediately got me in contact with the manager of that office. I was able to interview 
and was offered the opportunity to work for Bartlett the following summer. 

Even though it was a year a way I was very excited and anxious to try out this newly 
desired passion I discovered. I took two arboriculture classes my junior year and 
was very eager to learn to prepare for this summer job. While preparing, I learned 
that this job could count as my practical field experience course that is required for 
the Minor in Arboriculture & Urban Forestry. Upon arriving in Fredericksburg, I 
started out on a tree crew and quickly learned the importance of safety as a ground 
men. My responsibilities included running the chipper, cleaning up, and running 
the chainsaw. I also learned how to communicate on the job and point out anything 
unsafe or that could be possibly damaging. I quickly caught on to looking for sprin-
kler heads, lawn ornaments, and anything else that could be damaged. After getting 
comfortable in that position I gained more responsibility and began lowering limbs 
and felling the main stems of the trees. Being able to do these jobs made me feel 
valuable and part of the crew. I felt like I was contributing to the job and assisting 
the crew members. While working over the summer I attended a workshop spon-
sored by Bartlett, at which all the sales representatives from the division attended. 
It was concentrated on tree risk assessment, which I had some experience from my 
arboriculture class but the in depth hands on training at the workshop really made 
me feel comfortable on the subject. We all had a chance to evaluate a tree and record 

what we observed. We also talked about some new development coming from the 
Bartlett research lab dealing with spraying. Other than the wealth of information, I 
was also able to socialize with the other Bartlett employees. Almost everyone at the 
meeting came up to me and introduced themselves and had a conversation with me. 
I felt very part of the team as if I have been working with the guys for years.  

I was given the opportunity to work in a bucket truck and even climb up in to a few 
trees and I ended up buying my own climbing gear. The safety meetings that were 
conducted every week also taught me more than I thought they would. It was great 
to learn about tree rescue, bucket truck inspection, and power line safety. The best 
part about the trainings was the opportunity to do the tree rescue and get up on the 
truck and do the inspection afterwards. The opportunity to preform those lessons 
really made it stick. At the end of the summer I spent a day with our sales represen-
tative and saw the business side of arboriculture. This opportunity showed me that 
there was plenty of room for professional growth as an arborist and convinced me 
that the field of arboriculture is a great career path for me. 

The guys at the Fredericksburg office were great I couldn’t have asked for better men-
tors while learning this new field. I learned a lot last summer and it reinsured my 
decision on going into the field of arboriculture and furthering my education on the 
subject. Now being a senior I have begun applying for jobs in the arboriculture field. 
I am prepared to work my way up and learn everything I can on the way through the 
business, and one day become an ISA-certified arborist myself. After speaking with 
the guys at the summer camp I was not sure if I’d ever see them again, but they made 
themselves present in the office. They were not there to intimidate employees but 
to be our friends and do their job. I’m glad I went out of my way to speak with the 
Bartlett employees that day in summer camp. I came away from the internship know-
ing that arboriculture was my chosen field which will allow me to grow professionally.

Joshua Pritts wrote this article as part of his Urban Forest 
Management course at West Virginia University. Josh is a 
senior and is majoring in Forest Resources Management. He 
is a founding member of the WVU Student Society of Arbo-
riculture & Urban Forestry and will be pursuing a career in 
arboriculture when he graduates in May 2014. 
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2014 Travel Grant Recipients
AREA would like to congratulate our five 2014 travel grant recipients: Shannon 
Watkins (Indiana University), Aaron Carpenter (West Virginia University), Lauren 
Garcia (Texas A & M University), Won Hoi Hwang (Virginia Tech), and Rachel 
Bergmann (Indiana University). These five will attend the upcoming International 
Society of Arboriculture Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA.  Grant  
recipients will give a 10-minute presentation on the morning of Wednesday,  
August 6, during the AREA Educational Session. In addition, all awardees will 
receive a complimentary full conference registration and one ticket to the AREA 
Annual Business Meeting and Luncheon. 

AREA recognizes the importance of scientific and industry meetings as an educa-
tional and networking opportunity for student arborists. Furthermore, AREA real-
izes that travel to professional meetings can place a significant burden on budding 
tree care professionals coping with tuition payments, student fees, and reduced 
income. We hope this opportunity encourages more student applicants for the  
2015 ISA conference to be held in Orlando, Florida, USA.  

2013 AREA student award winners with Greg Dahle and Cecil K. van den Bosch.

See you in Milwaukee!

2014 ISA Annual International 
Conference and Trade Show

August 2–6
Milwaukee, WI, US

www.isa-arbor.com

National Urban and 
Community Forestry 
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2015 Call for Proposals 
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Community Forestry Challenge Cost Share grant 
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application and instructions from: 
www.grants.gov, reference: CFDA 10.675, or  
www.fs.fed.us/ucf/nucfac.shtml    
 

Applications are due to grants.gov by:  
11:59 PM, EST, May 15, 2014.  

By request, hardcopy appli-
cations are available.       
They  are to be submitted via   
Courier Service  1 copy + 
a disk copy by the due 
date and time to:    
Nancy Stremple   
U.S. Forest Service,  
Urban and Community Forestry 
201 1400 Independence Ave.  
Yates Building (3 NW) MS-
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Call for Papers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Following our highly successful international conference in April 2011, the Call for Papers is now 
open for next year’s Trees, People and the Built Environment II –  the significant platform to 
showcase the latest vital research on urban trees and urban forests.  
 

 
The main aims of this important research event are to identify: 
 
 Completed research that remains relevant, 
 Research being undertaken currently, and 
 Gaps in research where future efforts need to be focused. 
 

 
The conference recognises the wide range of organisations and disciplines whose work relates to 
urban trees and we expect the event to be another valuable step forward in working together.  While 
the conference will be hosted by the Institute of Chartered Foresters as its 2014 National 
Conference, the event is a partnership initiative that is supported by a Conference Steering Group 
who will guide the programme content and format. The Conference Partners are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Arboricultural Association, Ancient Tree Forum, Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories, 
Forest Research, Forestry Commission, Institute of Chartered Foresters, Institution of Civil Engineers, 

International Society of Arboriculture (UK & I Chapter), Landscape Institute, 
London Tree Officers Association, Municipal Tree Officers Association, Myerscough College, 
National Association of Tree Officers, Natural England, Royal Institute of British Architects, 

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, Trees and Design Action Group, University of Birmingham, 
University of Manchester, Utility Arboriculture Group.  

 
 

Consultative supporters: English Heritage, Green Infrastructure Partnership, Royal Town Planning Institute 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, UK 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
         
 
     

           ICF is pleased to host this event as its National Conference 2014 

 

Picture top left courtesy of Birmingham City Council 

 
 
 
 
Conference Focus 
 
Urban trees and woodlands are essential elements of our green infrastructure and play a vital role in promoting 
liveable and sustainable towns and cities. The urban forest can have numerous environmental, economic and 
social benefits, contributing enormously to the health and welfare of everyone who lives and works in urban 
areas.  
 
Trees, People and the Built Environment II provides a first-class venue and framework for the dissemination 
of the vital research that is being carried out in the fields of urban trees and urban forests research.   
 
 
 

Conference Papers 
 

Papers are welcomed that address any topic involving trees and the built environment, in both the 
social and natural sciences. These will be either: 
 
 Original research papers presenting new work in a specific subject area.  
 
 Review papers covering existing and ongoing research in a broad subject area  

(such as tree pathology, urban forest governance, tree establishment, community involvement, trees 
and urban design, urban forest mapping, biodiversity, etc). This type of paper is also expected to 
indicate where future research in that field might be focused.  
 

While there will be papers focusing on the UK, it is important that we learn from the broadest expertise. So, as 
the conference will have an international perspective, papers from overseas authors are very welcome. 
  
Papers will be reviewed by a panel of academic and industry specialists from the Conference Steering Group.  
Authors whose papers are then selected will be invited to present their work at the conference. Most 
presentations will last no longer than 30 minutes. The papers accepted will be peer-reviewed and appear in a 
publication of the conference proceedings. Those authors who are not successful will be given the opportunity 
to present a poster at the conference. 
 
For interest, click to download the 2011 Conference Proceedings 
(http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCRP017.pdf/$file/FCRP017.pdf) 
 
 

Submitting an Abstract of your Paper 
 

Please send an abstract of not more than 300 words.  All submissions must comply with the following: 
 

   - Have a title, authorship (including affiliation), 
   - Have no more than 5 keywords 
   - Identify if it is an original research paper or a review paper 
   - Be submitted electronically and in Word format, to be received by: 12 noon GMT on 21 October 2013 
 
Authors whose papers are selected will be notified by 11 November 2013. Full papers of selected presentations 
must be received by 3 March 2014 without exception in accordance with instructions.  
 
The author or main author of selected papers will be given a complimentary place at the conference and will 
have their travel and accommodation expenses reimbursed in accordance with conference guidelines for 
speakers. 
 
 
 

Abstract submissions and academic enquires should be directed to:  
Dr Mark Johnston, Myerscough College, UK    Email: mjohnston@myerscough.ac.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

For Further Information 
 

Including sponsorship/support, attending, posters, exhibiting, the special dinner, 
contact: Allison Lock at the Institute of Chartered Foresters 
 

Email: allison.lock@charteredforesters.org  or Tel: +44 (0) 131 240 1425 
 

Or visit: www.charteredforesters.org/conference2014/ 
 
 
 

Join us on LinkedIn and stay up-to-date with the latest conference news. 
(http://www.linkedin.com/groups?=&gid=3848875) 
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Upcoming Events

SAVE THE DATE – APRIL 11-12, 2014 
Students are invited to attend MUTCF to    
learn from & interact with green industry 

professionals. Come & get a job at this 
unique career development conference.  

MUTCF 2014 includes 2-days of interactive 
tours, a formal dinner, career fair, free 

raffle, & planting/pruning activity.   
More information & registration at: 
midwesturbantreecareforum.com 

 

www.westurbantreecareforum.com
www.midwesturbantreecareforum.com
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International Conference on Urban 
Tree Diversity 
Alnarp, Sweden, June 16-18, 2014
Join us in April for the International 
Conference on Urban Tree Diversity to 
be held in Alnarp, Sweden from June 
16 to 18, 2014. This research conference 
will cover Urban Tree Diversity and  all 
its aspects, ranging from selection and 
establishment to bio cultural diversity. 
The research conference will be held at 
the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences.  

The Urban Tree Diversity International 
conference will include nearly 40 speak-
ers and six keynote speakers. The lineup 
of speakers  includes, Matthew Wells 
from New York City Department of 
Parks and Recreation, Professor Dr.  
Jason Grabosky from Rutgers University, 
Professor Dr. Nina Bassuk from Cornell University, Professor Dr. Ingo Kowarik 
from Technische Universitat Berlin. More speakers may be added, please continue 
to check our website for more announcements.  
http://www.urbantreediversity.com

Registration for the event can be done online between February 1st and May 15th.  
You may visit the website http://www.urbantreediversity.com/?q=registration   
during that timeframe to complete online registration.   

 

1st ANNOUNCEMENT 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
MALAYSIA URBAN GREEN SPACE 

& 
IFPRA ASIA PACIFIC CONFERENCE 2014 

 
Parks as Melting Pots & Venues for Environmental Learning 

 
 24-28 June 2014 

 
Bayview Beach Resort, Batu Feringghi,  

Penang, Malaysia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organized by: 
 
 
 
 
 

Supported by: 
 

 
 
 
 

                           

                                        International Federation of Park                                  IUFRO Division 6.07.00 
                                          and Recreation Administration  

http://www.urbantreediversity.com
http://www.urbantreediversity.com/?q=registration


Q U A R T E R L Y 

E - N E W S L E T T E R

7

24th IUFRO World Congress
Sustaining Forests, Sustaining  
People: the Role of Research
October 5–11, 2014
Salt Lake City, Utah, USA
The International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) is open to all indi-
viduals and organizations dedicated to forests, forest products, and related disciplines. 
The 24th IUFRO World Congress will provide attendees the opportunity to share 
knowledge and build relationships with colleagues from around the world. 

The agenda will facilitate the flow of ideas and interaction among attendees. After the  
Congress, we hope that attendees will feel invigorated in their efforts to enhance un-
derstanding of the ecological, economic, and social aspects of forests and trees and to 
disseminate this information around the world.

Congress Themes 
 » Forests and Forest Products for a Greener Future 
 » Forest Health in a Changing World 
 » Forests for People
 » Forest Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
 » Forests and Climate Change  
 » Forest and Water Interactions  
 » Forest Biomass and Bioenergy 

Visit www.iufro2014.com/ for more information.
Registration opens in November 2013.

September 29 – October 3, 2014: Special Program for Developing Countries Training
October 5 – 11, 2014: The 24th IUFRO World Congress

We look forward to seeing you in Salt Lake City! 

Save the Date for ACES 2014! 
Washington D.C. | December 8‐11, 2014  

We are excited to announce that ACES: A Community on Ecosystem Services, in partner‐
ship with the Ecosystem Markets Community and the Ecosystem Services Partnership, will 
host the ACES 2014 Conference in Washington, DC, December 8‐11, 2014. Please mark your 
calendar and make plans to attend this important meeting to help further the discussion on 
ecosystem service science, practice, and policy.  

www.conference.ifas.u.edu/ACES 

Who Should Attend? 

ACES 2014 will bring together scientists, practitioners, managers 
and policy makers from government, academia, NGO’s, and the 
private sector.  Participants will include individuals with interests in 
resource management, restoration, institutions and policy,  
government, business, conservation, and urban and non‐urban  
development and will have expertise in areas such as:  

 Biophysical sciences 
 Socioeconomic sciences 
 Public environmental policy 
 Markets and nance 
 Resource and ecosystem  

management 
 
 

 
 Sustainability and resilience 
 Economic Development 
 Policy, institutions, and law 
 Urban and regional planning 
 Geography 
 Model and tool development 

 Conference Themes 

  
 
 
 

December 8-11, 2014  
 

Crystal Gateway  
Marriott Hotel  
1700 Jefferson Davis Hwy  
Arlington, VA 22202 USA  
PH: 703-920-3230 
Group Rate: $183/night + tax 

 
 
 
 

Connect with us on Facebook  
and Twitter  #2014ACES  

Visit the ACES 2014 website and join the mailing list to receive conference updates! 

ACES 2014 will offer discussion on state‐of‐the‐art methods and  
experiences relating to Ecosystem Services. Specic themes to be ad‐
dressed include but are limited to the following: 

Ecosystem Service Identication, 
Production, and Flows 

Economic and Non‐Economic  
Valuation 

Cultural Values and Traditional Eco 
Knowledge 

Institutions, Markets, Incentives, 
and Legal Frameworks 

Adaptive Decision Making  
Sustainability, and Resilience 
Adaptation and Climate Change 
Tribal Goals and Resources 

Public Policy, Science, and Practice 
Using Ecosystem Services for Ener‐
gy and Water Resource Planning 

Public‐Private Partnerships and 
Inter‐Agency Coordination 

What’s Next? A decade after  
Millennium report 

Scaling, Networking, Consistency 
and Standardization after a Decade 
of Demonstration Projects 

Urban Ecosystems and Services 

Submit a Session Proposal 

The Program Committee is seeking input 
from the ecosystem  services community 
via the session proposal process. If you 
would like to organize a pre‐conference 
workshop, conference oral session, featured 
poster discussion, or a town hall meeting, 
check out the conference themes, and  
submit your proposal by March 31, 2014.   

Be an active contributor to ACES 2014! 

Sponsor ACES 2014 

Sponsorship opportunities are available via 
the ACES 2014 website.  Sponsor today to 
gain exposure to one the world’s largest and 
most dynamic communities in ecosystem 
services.  We expect 600+ ecosystem service 
stakeholders to join us for ACES 2014 and 
sponsors receive rst option for our limited 
display space.  Sponsor Today! 

Submit an Individual Abstract 

After the call for session proposals  
concludes, those seeking individual oral or 
poster presentations will be invited to sub‐
mit abstracts for review and inclusion in the 
ACES program. Those involved with pro‐
posed sessions will also be asked to submit 
an abstract of their talk.   The abstract  
submission deadline is July 11, 2014. 

    

Questions? Contact Jhanna Gilbert, Conference Coordinator at jhanna@u.edu or 352‐392‐5930 

http://www.iufro2014.com/
http://www.conference.ifas.u%EF%83%9F.edu/ACES
mailto:jhanna@u%EF%83%9F.edu
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successful candidate will also be encouraged to attend the ISA Annual Conference 
(in August) and ISA will cover transportation, lodging, and registration expenses 
for that conference.

Selection Process
Candidates will be ranked based on academic background, experience, 
recommendations, and expressed desire for the position. Successful candidate(s) 
will be notified by March 31, 2014.

Application Procedures
Candidates must complete the ISA Student Fellowship Application available on the 
ISA website, at: http://www.isa-arbor.com/about/staff/staffEmployment.aspx.

Submit the following with the application:
 » A cover letter stating why the candidate is interested in the fellowship and 

describing future professional goals.
 » A college transcript that includes a list of relevant courses taken to date and 

grades received.
 » Curriculum vita or resume.
 » A letter of recommendation from the student’s faculty advisor or other professor.
 » One additional letter of recommendation from an employer, ISA chapter 

leader, or educational instructor.

Application Deadline
The deadline for receipt of 2014 fellowship applications is March 14, 2014.

Contact Information
Wes Kocher
Educational Development Manager
International Society of Arboriculture
P.O. Box 3129
Champaign, IL 61826-3129
Phone: +1.217.355.9411 x227
Fax: 217.355.9516
wkocher@isa-arbor.com ®

®

Scholarships 
ISA Student Fellowship 
The International Society of Arboriculture is offering a student fellowship in ar-
boriculture and seeks applicants. The fellowship is open to junior or senior under-
graduate students currently enrolled in a four-year program in arboriculture, urban 
forestry, or a related field. The fellowship will provide students with invaluable 
experience in diverse aspects of arboricultural education, as well as the opportunity 
to work with some of the leaders in arboricultural research and education from 
around the world. Students will work on educational projects and programs includ-
ing such things as the development of books, articles, videos, interactive training 
media, surveys, presentations, and other materials.

The fellowship is offered on a competitive basis, and qualifying candidates will be 
ranked on their scholastic achievements; previous work experience; and recom-
mendations from faculty, employers, and ISA chapter leaders. The ideal candidate 
will be a student who has excelled in academic studies and is interested in con-
tinuing scholastic studies at the graduate level or is seeking future employment in 
a technical position in commercial, utility, or municipal arboriculture. This is an 
excellent opportunity for individuals at the beginning of their career to become 
familiar with ISA’s mission and work, and to become active in the profession. The 
fellowship provides a stipend for the summer to work at the headquarters of the 
International Society of Arboriculture in Champaign, Illinois.

Eligibility
Candidates must be undergraduate students from anywhere in the world currently 
attending a four-year program with a minimum of two years completed, majoring 
in arboriculture, urban forestry, horticulture, or a related discipline. Students near-
ing completion of a qualifying program will also be considered.

Stipend, Benefits, and Duration of Fellowship
The fellowship will be structured as a summer internship for the duration of 10 
weeks or more (extensions can be negotiated). The start and end date will be flex-
ible to allow for variations in college terms. This is a paid fellowship with a stipend 
of $11.00 per hour, excluding ISA employee benefits (insurance, paid leave, holi-
days, eligibility for participation in 401K). Housing will not be included, although 
inexpensive summer housing is available in the University of Illinois campus area 
in Champaign-Urbana, and ISA staff will assist in locating suitable housing. The 

http://www.isa-arbor.com/about/staff/staffEmployment.aspx
mailto:wkocher@isa-arbor.com
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USDA Forest Service, Northern Research Station
Philadelphia Field Station—Sustainable Science Fellowship Application 

2014
Citizen Science and Urban Tree Monitoring Concentration 

Purpose
The fellowship program is intended to promote environmental literacy and col-
laborative learning activities and increase the number of new scientists, as well as 
promote career opportunities, in urban forestry. This fellowship program is a result 
of a partnership with Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and the University of 
Pennsylvania. Additional partnerships have been involved in the development of 
these projects and will play key roles in supporting the selected fellows.

The student selected for the “Citizen Science and Tree Monitoring” Fellowship will 
be expected to work at the Philadelphia Field Station from approximately early June 
through late August of 2014. During this time, the student will be expected to do some 
of the following (the details will be adjusted depending on the student’s interests):

 » The student will assist in the pilot testing of urban tree monitoring protocols 
for practitioners and citizen scientists. The project will analyze the accuracy 
and consistency of urban forestry field observations by individuals of varying 
training levels, and quantifying error rates for various components of field 
data (e.g., species, stem diameter). Pilot testing will also involve recording 
the length of time required for field work, and making suggestions for quality 
assurance and data validation procedures to minimize field observation  
errors. The student will collect field data on public trees, coordinate mini-
mally trained volunteers to collect the same data, and compare consistency 
and accuracy of the observations.

 » The student will evaluate the various mobile apps currently available for 
urban tree data (including TreeMapPhilly, rePhoto, and others) and assist in 
the planning and development of new technologies for urban tree monitor-
ing by citizens scientists.

 » The student will conduct an exhaustive literature and web search on observa-
tion error and data collection platforms in citizen science data for ecological 
monitoring. These references will then be compiled into a reference matrix, 
which will be used by researchers in writing a literature review. This refer-
ence matrix is an organized table documenting common themes, methods, 
and results across the studies. Depending on the students’ level of experience, 
he/she could also potentially contribute to the writing of the literature review. 
Many relevant articles have already been identified, and the student will find 

additional candidate articles by exploring the citations within those articles, 
as well as employing bibliographic search engines and investigating websites 
of prominent citizen science projects.

Application Requirements
Applicants must be currently enrolled in an academic institution. Undergraduates and 
graduate students are welcome and encouraged to apply. Applicants need to submit:

1. a CV or resume,
2. two letters of recommendation (one of which should be from a faculty mem-
ber at your institution who can provide guidance during this fellowship),
3. a statement of interest describing what you hope to learn from this fellow-
ship, why you are interested in this topic, and how this fellowship fits into your 
professional or academic goals.
4. A brief description of how you will communicate your work to others (e.g., 
blog, twitter, presentation, poster, publication) and what kinds of outreach 
efforts could be applied to the project (e.g., work with high school teachers and 
students, present at a conference, present at public forums, create a web tool).

Your application must be submitted by e-mail to sclow@fs.fed.us or by mail or in 
person at the Philadelphia Field Station at 100 N. 20th Street, Philadelphia, PA, 
19103 by midnight on April 11th, 2014.

Important Dates
 » Application Announcement: March 3rd
 » Application Due: April 11th
 » Applicants Interviewed: Week of April 14th
 » Applicants Notified: April 18th
 » Start Date: late May or early June
 » Completion Date: The fellowships are expected to be complete by May 30th, 

2015, but most of the project is expected to be completed by the end of 
August 2014

Expectations for Fellows
 » Exploring – Each fellow should expect to conduct and provide a literature 

review related to their project.
 » Researching - Develop your own research questions and project within the 

framework of an existing project. Fellows are expected to spend time at the 
Philadelphia Field Station and to attend occasional field station team meetings.

mailto:sclow@fs.fed.us
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 » Contributing – Each fellow is expected to spend some time working with 
their mentors on data collection. This may vary considerably for each proj-
ect, but students should expect to commit up to 100 hours over the course 
of one year working with Forest Service scientists and partners. These 
interactions will serve as an opportunity for fellows to develop relationships 
with researchers and practitioners in their area of interest.

 » Sharing – Develop a poster presentation for use at conferences and Field 
Station programs. In addition, we expect each fellow to share the work that 
they have done either through a regularly maintained blog, twitter feed, 
webinar, PowerPoint presentation, or paper.

What you can expect from USDA Forest Service?
 » Funding - $5,000 Fellowship grant (most of which is to be dispersed between 

June and August of 2014 and 10% to be held until the completion of a poster).
 » Mentoring - Mentorship from Forest Service scientists and help with project 

visibility and career development. Mentors will also help with developing 
research questions and communicating your experience and work to others.

 » Linking - Access to local organizations, community groups, and practitioners

Grant and Funding Opportunities
Hyland R. Johns Grant Program
Established in 1995 to honor one of the leaders in the 
arboriculture industry and a founder of the ISA Research 
Trust, the Hyland R. Johns Grant Program funds longer 
term research and technology transfer projects that have 
the potential of benefiting the everyday work of arborists.

Projects are expected to be completed within three to five years. Grant award 
amounts range from $7,500 to $25,000 and will vary depending upon the adjudged 
value of the project relative to the needs of the arboriculture community. No project 
may receive more than one award from this program. Please note that funds cannot 
be used to pay for overhead expenses or student tuition and fees. (source: Tree Fund)

Award amount: up to $25,000
Applications accepted January 1—April 1
Visit http://www.treefund.org/grants/research-grants/johns for more information.

 

 

Center for Tree Science – Undergraduate Research Fellowship  
 
Students in the Center for Tree Science – Undergraduate Research Fellowship (CTS-URF) program spend 
ten weeks at The Morton Arboretum conducting independent research under the mentorship of one of our 
Research Scientists or Research Associates. The CTS-URF is designed to engage undergraduate students 
in our research, while fostering critical thinking, independence, self-confidence, perseverance, and group 
skills. The program will help prepare students for graduate studies and professional careers. The CTS-
URF is generally focused on urban ecology, with topics in tree biology, urban biodiversity, urban 
forestry, arboriculture, root biology, soil science, forest ecology, plant systematics, pathology, 
entomology, tree conservation, and restoration ecology. More information on these programs and can be 
found at:  http://www.mortonarb.org/science-conservation/scientists-and-staff.  
 
During the ten weeks, students will work with their mentors to identify a research question, develop a 
proposal, conduct their research, and prepare a final report. Students in the program participate in weekly 
activities, such as seminars, fieldtrips, social events, and more. At the end of the program, students will 
present their research in a student research symposium.  
 
The 2014 program dates will be June 16 through August 22. Successful applicants receive a stipend, 
housing, and a nominal budget for research and travel. Applications are accepted from January 1 to March 
14, 2014. Review and selection of applicants will be made by March 28, 2014. To apply for the CTS-
URF program, undergraduate students should submit the following to Christine Carrier at 
ccarrier@mortonarb.org. 
 
1. A cover letter describing (on page maximum): why you would like to participate in the CTS-URF 
program, your career goals and explain how participating in this program might help you meet those 
goals, any prior research you have conducted, and your mentor and/or research area preference.   
2. A curriculum vitae or resume. 
3. A letter of reference from an instructor or advisor from your academic institution.   
4. Official or unofficial transcript from your academic institution. 
 
Contact Information: 
PI: Dr. Bryant Scharenbroch, Urban Soil Scientist (bscharenbroch@mortonarb.org; 630-725-2071) 
PI: Dr. Robert Fahey, Forest Ecologist (rfahey@mortonarb.org) 
PI: Dr. Andrew Hipp, Senior Scientist in Plant Systematics (ahipp@mortonarb.org) 
CTS-URF Coordinator: Christine Carrier, Research Assistant (ccarrier@mortonarb.org) 

http://www.treefund.org/grants/research-grants/johns
http://www.mortonarb.org/science-conservation/scientists-and-staff
mailto:ccarrier@mortonarb.org
mailto:bscharenbroch@mortonarb.org
mailto:rfahey@mortonarb.org
mailto:ahipp@mortonarb.org
mailto:ccarrier@mortonarb.org
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    The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
123 Huntington Street, P.O. Box 1106, New Haven, Connecticut USA 06504

Putting Science to Work for Society  
Protecting Agriculture, Public Health, and the Environment 

Founded 1875       
February 18, 2014

Department of Forestry and Horticulture  
Urban Forestry, Assistant Scientist II

A full-time research position is available at the Assistant Scientist II level (Ph.D.) in urban forestry/
arboriculture in the Department of Forestry and Horticulture, The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station (CAES) in New Haven.  The primary responsibility of this position is to develop 
and maintain a productive, external-funded research program to sustain healthy urban/suburban 
forests and trees that could include identifying and remediating limiting factors (e.g., soil structure), 
urban forest dynamics, and roadside tree management. Facilities in the department and at CAES 
include greenhouses, research farms, and a laboratory. Initial technical help is available. The successful 
applicant must have demonstrated ability to interact with arborists, urban resource professionals, 
public officials, and the general public. The scientist is expected to participate in professional meetings, 
collaborate effectively with other scientists within CAES and other institutions, attract extramural 
funding, and publish in peer-reviewed journals. The starting salary is $71, 495 and comes with a 
generous benefits package.  

Candidates must have a Ph.D. in urban forestry, arboriculture, tree physiology or related field with 
at least one forestry degree. Applicants should send electronically (1) curriculum vitae, (2) statement 
of research interests and goals, (3) graduate transcripts, (4) names and contact information of at least 
three references to Dr. Jeffrey S. Ward (Jeffrey.ward@ct.gov), Chief Scientist, Department of Forestry 
and Horticulture, Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, 123 Huntington street, New Haven, 
CT 60511. Please include all material (except transcripts) in a single email.  Review of application 
materials will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled. The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station is the nation’s first state Agricultural Experiment 
Station, founded in 1875. The main campus is located in New Haven, with a 75-acre research farm in 
Hamden, a satellite research facility and farm in Windsor, and a research farm in Griswold. CAES is a 
state-supported scientific research institution that seeks solutions across a variety of disciplines for the 
benefit of urban, suburban, and rural communities. Our mission is to develop, advance, and disseminate 
scientific knowledge, improve agricultural productivity and environmental quality, protect plants, and 
enhance human health and well-being through research for the benefit of Connecticut residents and the 
nation.

Phone: (203) 974-8500          Fax: (203) 974-8502        Toll Free:  1-(877) 855-2237
WWW.CT.GOV/CAES 

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer

AUF Conducting Search for New Editor-in-Chief
After several years of dedicated service, Arboriculture & Urban Forestry 
(AUF) Editor-in-Chief, Gary Watson, will soon step down from his role as 
principal editor and facilitator of the journal. Since he became the Editor-
in-Chief in 2008, Dr. Watson's contributions have been significant, and the 
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), the publisher of AUF, is grateful 
for his integrity and commitment to excellence while steering the association's 
39-year-old scholarly publication. Now, ISA would like to extend a notice to 
researchers and educators in arboriculture, urban forestry, and its allied fields 
that we are currently accepting applications and inquiries for the position of 
Editor-in-Chief. 

The Editor-in-Chief (EIC) has the primary responsibility for overseeing solici-
tation of manuscripts, the double-blind peer review process, and ensuring the 
scientific accuracy and high quality of the publication. The EIC ensures timely 
and efficient function of the editorial process, and maintains the consistency 
of established standards applied across the various subject matter areas during 
the editorial process. 

Additional responsibilities include reviewing and revising the instructions to 
authors as necessary; soliciting feedback on journal performance; soliciting ar-
ticles on current subjects, policy dependent and adherence, scientific reviews 
in areas of key importance to ISA members; and collaborating with Associate 
Editors of various disciplines during the journal's peer review process.

The application period for the position of Editor-in-Chief is open. The EIC is a 
contractor position. Interested individuals should contact journal coordinators 
by e-mail (auf@isa-arbor.com) regarding submission instructions.

Regards,
AUF Administration

mailto:Jeffrey.ward@ct.gov
mailto:auf@isa-arbor.com
www.ct.gov/caes

