
Welcome to the September 2015 AREA Newsletter. This issue 
comes after the executive committee rotation at the AREA annual 
business meeting. As such, I want to start by thanking Cecil Koni-
jnendijk van den Bosch for his service as AREA president this past 
year. Cecil has a vast international network and our organization 
and educational sessions at the ISA Annual Conference benefited 
from his worldly connectedness. We look forward to Cecil’s contin-
ued involvement as AREA past-president.

Similarly, we thank Eric Wiseman for his long and dedicated 
service as the AREA Secretary/Treasurer. Eric did a tremendous 
job– thoroughly documenting finances, researching short-term 
investment options for funds not needed in the projected budget, 
and sending notes from monthly meetings out mere minutes after 
the end of the call.  In his years with AREA, Eric became a source 
of institutional knowledge that was invaluable when planning for 
the future of the organization. Eric had succession documentation 
ready to ensure a smooth transition for this very important posi-
tion.  
 
The annual business meeting also marked the start of the terms for 
AREA’s newest executive committee members. Anand Persad was 
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Dear AREA Members chosen by the membership to serve as Vice President. Dr. Persad is 
the Manager of Plant Sciences Research at the Davey Tree Expert 
Company’s Davey Institute. His ties to the Caribbean will surely 
advance our organization’s international efforts! Similarly, Jason 
Miesbauer was elected to serve as AREA’s secretary Treasurer. Dr. 
Miesbauer is the Research Arborist at the Morton Arboretum and 
has degrees in forestry, horticulture, and business administration – a 
solid combination for the position. 

As Cecil notes in his recap of the conference programming on page 
2 of this newsletter, we had a very strong AREA session this year. 
AREA is in the initial stages of working with the Collegiate Arbo-
riculture for Advancement Committee to form a second working 
group for educators. Finally, AREA has pledged $5000 to kick off an 
International Arboriculture and Urban Forestry Educator Workshop 
and Summit that will bring new and established educators together 
for networking, workshops, and a discussion about the current state 
of education within urban tree care. Looking forward to the coming 
year! 

Sincerely,

Andrew Koeser, Ph.D.
President

 Call for Papers is now Open for 2016! The 2016 conference will be held 13-17, August 2016 in Fort Worth, Texas, USA, with the theme of “Deep in the Heartwood 
of Texas”.  Proposals will be accepted through Friday, 04 December 2015.  We look forward to seeing you in Fort Worth, Texas and hope many of you submit a presentation for 
the 2016 conference!   Submit here: https://isa-arbor.currinda.com/register/event/1345

https://isa-arbor.currinda.com/register/event/1345
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AREA at the ISA Conference
By Cecil Konijnendijk van den Bosch

This year’s ISA Annual Conference was held in Orlando, Florida during 8-12 
August, under the theme ‘Where the Trees meet the Seas’. As always, the confer-
ence provides an excellent forum for practitioners, researchers and educators alike. 
AREA was a natural part of this confer-
ence, providing insight into state-of-the-
art research from across the Seven Seas. 
During the 2015 event AREA’s presence 
was particularly felt.

AREA business meeting and student social

On Tuesday, AREA held its annual busi-
ness meeting. Focus was on the achieve-
ments during this year, including the 
support to the international symposium 
on the Costs of Not Maintaining Trees in Tampa, Florida, and the continued work 
with improving its newsletter and website. The 10% increase in membership and a 
total of 474 current student members was a very positive achievement from the last 
year. The well-attended business meeting was also used to discuss wishes and plans 
for the future. It was agreed that special focus should be given to education, for 
example through organising a higher education summit during 2016. Moreover, the 
Collegiate Arboriculture for Advancement Committee’s (CAAC) request to become 
affiliated with AREA as a working group was very well received. Students actively 
engaged in discussions on how to enhance the student experience at the confer-
ence. Outgoing president Cecil Konijnendijk van den Bosch expressed AREA’s 
special thanks to outgoing Secretary / Treasurer Eric Wiseman for many years of 
outstanding service.

After the business meeting, an informal student social was hosted at Wreckers 
lounge at the Gaylord Palms Resort. Apart from the student award winners and 
members of the AREA executive, a number of other students, researchers and ISA 
staff participated. ISA’s new student ambassadors were also amongst the crowd. 
Discussions were lively and the format of this year’s social was well received and 
will be a model moving forward.
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AREA session and student presentations

This year’s ‘AREA day’ sessions aad a continuously high attendance. The first hour 
of the day was reserved for the winners of the AREA student travel grant. The four 
students presenting this year came from the US and Sweden; you can read about 
their conference experience in the student section of this newsletter. Their presen-
tations represented the wide range of research ongoing within arboriculture and ur-
ban forestry, ranging from tree biomechanics to citizen science. The student session 
was skilfully facilitated by Professor Jason Grabosky of Rutgers University.

The subsequent AREA presentations kicked-off with a presentation by the orga-
nization’s new secretary / treasurer, Jake Miesbauer of the Morton Arboretum, on 
ice storms and trees. Alexis Alvey of the Florida International University looked at 
storms and trees from a different perspective, presenting her study on homeowners’ 
attitudes towards trees after Hurricane Sandy. Her findings indicated that people 
were still generally positive towards trees in spite of hurricane damage. Greg Moore 
of the University of Melbourne, Australia, provided a thought-provoking perspec-
tive on whether storms or management were the primary reason for wind-thrown 
trees, showing that the latter was often to blame. 

At the start of the afternoon session, Anand Persad of the Davey Institute shared 
an exotic perspective of arboriculture and urban forestry practice and challenges in 
Trinidad and Tobago. The international focus of the session continued with Justin 
Morgenroth’s talk on a new, photo-based method for 3D-mapping of trees. Mor-
genroth, of the University of Canterbury, New Zealand, is a current vice-president 
of ISA’s Science and Research Committee. Greg Dahle of West Virginia University 
presented his work on the use of stereophotogrammetry to measure strain through 
the branch connection zone. 

Dahle was followed by Linda Chalker-
Scott of Washington State University 
who showed that weed control and 
growth of Douglas fir increase with 
deeper, coarser woodchip mulches. 
Paul Barber of ArborCarbon, Austra-
lia, then discussed the use of airborne 
multispectral imagery for precision 
urban forest management. Finally, 
Glynn Percival of the Bartlett Tree 
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Research Laboratory, United Kingdom, presented the potential of systemic induced 
resistance compounds to manage root and foliar diseases of urban trees. With his 
talk came an end to a high-class, and very international AREA Session 2015.

Other Activities—and looking ahead

The AREA posters were presented in the hallway close to where the AREA sessions 
were held. The poster placement was in a high traffic area and encouraged a lot of 
attention and facilitated debates between visitors and poster presenters. Finally, 
AREA also had a booth at the Trade Show with a poster, PowerPoint with key 
information, and leaflets. 

AREA can look back at a successful conference, with high visibility and very good 
attendance of its events. It was especially good to see that many students partici-
pated and that the new format of the student social encouraged many interactions 
between students and researchers.

Students
Conference Experience—AREA Student Travel Grant 
Winners

A Great Oppotunity for a Student by Sarah Widney 
I feel very fortunate to have received an AREA travel grant to attend the 2015 
International Society of Arboriculture Conference and Trade Show. I greatly ap-
preciated the opportunity to present my research and 
get feedback from other researchers, and the experi-
ence of seeing other presentations and interacting with 
other researchers and students was extremely valuable. 
I really enjoyed speaking with other AREA travel grant 
recipients and the student ambassadors at the AREA 
student social on Tuesday night.

All the conference attendees I spoke to had a welcom-
ing, encouraging attitude towards me as a student. One of the most unique aspects 
of attending ISA meetings is being able to interact with both researchers and practi-
tioners in the field of tree care. This aspect of the conference allowed me to con-
sider the various career options that are open to me as an urban forestry student. 
Overall, the conference was a great opportunity to network 

with professionals and learn about current research and practice in the field of 
arboriculture and urban forestry.

A Frozen Scandinavian by Elin Svenson
For a frozen Scandinavian like me, the heat in Florida at ISA 
Annual Conference and Trade Show was appreciated. The 
days gave me knowledge of various tools, techniques, the 
latest research and friendly contacts within the tree sector. It 
was a new experience for me as a student, for the first time 
to see this wealth of active tree conference-participants who 
enthusiastically shared and took note of knowledge in the 
field from all over the world. I really hope that it will not be 
my last time to go to a tree-conference like this!

It was the first time I had a presentation. A nice group of audience listened to my 
talk about using Citizen Science in Sweden where tree inventory is needed. Present-
ing in front of the AREA audience in a language that is not my native language was 
a personal challenge for me. Thanks for the feedback that many gave me, it warmed 
my heart. 

Career and Network Opportunities by Ketih O'Herrin
As a student at University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, then a municipal forester 
for six years, and now a full-time student again, I’ve attended conferences hosted by 
three different ISA chapters, as well as national conferences of TCIA and SAF. This 
conference at Gaylord Palms was my second ISA Annual International Conference 
and Trade Show. I was able to attend for the first time last year in Milwaukee.

As a practitioner, it was always refreshing to interact with others who were in the 
same position and discuss new opportunities to improve our programs. Now that I 
am a full-time student pursuing a PhD and engaged in research, I have a different 
perspective and new motivations. The ISA annual conference still delivered, and 
I was impressed at how it truly was an international experience. I interacted with 
other attendees from Europe, the Middle East, Australasia, and Central America. 

I was happy to share my current research efforts, receive feedback on my presenta-
tion skills and on my research direction, and make contacts that will aid in com-
pleting my research. I also enjoyed hearing about other people’s research ideas and 
networking with others that may result in future collaboration. So wherever you are 
in your career, or how you engage in urban forestry, it seems this conference has 
something valuable to offer you. 
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Growing Arboriculture and Urban 
Forestry, One Student at a Time
By Rich Hauer and Sonia Garth

How do you get students to participate in an event? One approach is to make it fun, 
make it affordable, and make sure they take something away from it. So then how 
do we get students to participate in the ISA Annual International Conference and 
Trade Show? Maybe one could argue whether it is even important to have students 
in attendance at the conference. This is a good question to answer. A simple take is 
that students and early-career professionals are today’s newest members who will 
help “make the world a better place, one tree at a time.”

From experience, the students who attend the ISA conference discover that this 
field is more than just a means to an employment end and that passionate tree care 
professionals and industry leaders attend the conference. Students leave the ISA 
conference experience feeling fired up, becoming early-career practitioners who 
later become industry leaders and mentors themselves. Others become researchers, 
educators, and the next generation of leaders of professional organizations, such as 
AREA’s newest president, Dr. Andrew Koeser (Figure 1). Without the science and 
transfer of this knowledge, the care of trees will take a giant step backward. With-
out students at the ISA conference, the odds are greatly diminished of instilling in 
bright minds that this is how they wish to spend the rest of their lives, working in 
arboriculture and urban forestry in some capacity.

So again, how do we get more students to attend the conference? Over the past four 
years, the ISA Student Subcommittee has developed several events to build on these 
principles. During the first year of new programing at the 2012 ISA conference 
in Portland, Oregon, participation increased from very few students the previous 
years to more than 50 college and high school students attending that conference. 
In addition to attending excellent educational sessions, there were events for stu-
dents at the International Tree Climbing Championship, a pre-opening ceremony 
reception, student networking opportunities, and a mentoring luncheon.
To build upon the success we have seen the past few years, a Student Ambassador 
program was created. The idea for the program was simple – provide a stipend for 
a select group of deserving students to attend the conference and participate in a 
focus group. Ambassadors would be asked to provide insight into conference atten-

dance in areas such as conference attendance motivation and the barriers that exist; 
what they expect from the conference; and what their perception is of arboriculture 
and urban forestry. We figured that maybe 10 students would apply, 15 at most. 
Surprise. The interest was overwhelming with nearly 100 student applications. The 
challenge of reviewing that many applications was well worth it. The candidates 
selected were excellent choices.

The Student Ambassador recipients recently attended the 2015 Annual Conference 
and Trade Show in Orlando, Florida. They represented a diverse mix of student 
backgrounds and professional interests. We could not be happier with the profes-
sional appearance, attitude, and insight they provided. Their insight into the stu-
dent conference experience was documented through interviews and a focus group, 
during which times they provided student perspectives on barriers to attending 
conference, expectations of the conference experience, and other key information, 
such as why students would want to come to a conference. The student ambas-
sadors were also invited to the AREA/Student Social to provide them with the 
opportunity to network with other students and future colleagues. 
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Students who attend an ISA conference, such as the 2005 con-
ference in Nashville, often become early-career practitioners and 
later give back as industry leaders and mentors themselves. 
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What did we learn? Not surprisingly, networking with peers and industry profes-
sionals, educational opportunities, professional growth, and potential job oppor-
tunities are key reasons students wish to attend the annual conference. Even with 
these benefits, however, there are barriers that often prevent them from attending. 
The cost of attendance is the primary barrier. Even with discounted registration, 
hotel and travel expenses can be limiting, especially when attending often means 
time away from summer employment resulting in lost wages. 

The excitement and optimism the Student Ambassadors expressed about their field 
of study was gratifying to observe and was fueled by the opportunity to attend the 
conference. The students gave us some excellent feedback on the inaugural pro-
gram and helped us identify ways to enhance the opportunity for future ambassa-
dors Their willingness to give back by sharing their perceptions will enable ISA and 
the student committee to build upon recent successes and help bring back a student 
focus at the annual conference.

Be sure to watch for information in the spring to learn more about how students 
can apply for the 2016 Student Ambassador Program.

Meet the 2016 Student Ambassadors

Caroline Chromanics
Caroline, from Gotha, Florida, is working on her Associate’s Degree in Landscape 
and Horticulture at Valencia College. She works as a live-in caretaker and horticul-
ture specialist at Nehrling Gardens, a non-profit organization dedicated to historic 
preservation, horticultural education, and environmental conservation. At 
Nehrling, Caroline teaches the community about environmental conservation, 

ecology, and horticultural practices while helping 
maintain a 100+- year-old tree canopy, tend to gardens, 
and give tours to a variety of visitors. She also works on 
environmental restoration projects, landscape design, 
and the Nehrling Gardens Plant ID database. 

Caroline says, “It is vital for students to gain exposure to possible careers in order to 
figure out what career works best for them.” She believes attending the conference 
is one way for students to accomplish that, because they have the opportunity to 
talk to professionals about career options and ask questions directly related to their 
field of study. After graduating with an A.S. Degree, she plans to study environmen-
tal science at the University of Central Florida.

Louise (Lucy) Cohn-Still
From Nashville, Tennessee, Lucy is an ISA student 
member and member of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter. She 
is a senior, studying urban forestry at Virginia Tech, 
and recently completed a summer internship with 
Bartlett Tree Experts/Collier Arbor Care in Clackamas, 
Oregon. After graduation, Lucy would like to return to 
the Northwest and work as a commercial or municipal 
arborist for an employer who encourages continuing 
education so she can maintain a safe and efficient work 
practice.

As a student, attending the conference was important to her because of attendee 
diversity. Lucy was extremely interested in meeting people from all over the coun-
try who will hopefully become colleagues and mentors. She also looked forward 
to the interaction with other women in the industry. “As a woman, the Women in 
Arboriculture Networking Session was of extreme interest to me, because I want to 
support the celebration of diversity in this career field.”

Roberta (Bobbie) Fox
Roberta (Bobbie) of Denver, North Carolina, is an ISA student member currently 
studying at Catawba Valley Community College. Bobbie is interested in a career 

working for a smaller municipality where she would 
have varied responsibilities to help her better under-
stand uses and users of city green spaces and gain 
experience in fitting it all together. She believes that 
when the value of a healthy green space is seen and 
understood, it will hopefully lead to more funding of 
green and natural spaces in our cities. 

CO N T I N U E D  O N  PAG E  6  
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Volunteer for the ISA Membership 
Committee

The ISA Membership Committee includes a balance of tree care 
professionals from various areas of the arboriculture industry 
who also represent our international membership.  Currently, 
representatives from three specific areas are needed to maintain 
this balance:

• A	representative	of	the	Pacific	Rim
• A	representative	of	Europe
• A	non-United	States	representative	of	North	America
• An	industry	partner	representative

If you have been thinking about volunteering for an ISA commit-
tee, this may be your opportunity. Become a part of an eight- to 
ten-person ISA committee actively engaged in evaluating mem-
bership-related initiatives.

As a Membership Committee member, you would commit to 
participating in approximately six to eight, one-hour confer-
ence calls per year with one face-to-face meeting encouraged 
annually. Interested ISA members should email Sheila Beaumier 
(sbeaumier@isa-arbor.com), director of member services and 
component relations.

Bobbie looked forward to the conference experience for the opportunity to net-
work with professionals who are in the field. She was anxious to meet individuals 
following a similar career path and to learn about new technologies. “School and 
learning are of great value, but hearing ‘real world’ issues being solved in the field is 
priceless.” 

Francisco Javier Garcia Monroy
Francisco is an ISA student member from Toluca, Mexi-
co. He has a degree in administration and promotion of 
urban issues from the Universidad Autónoma del Estado 
de Mexico and also just completed a technical course 
in arboriculture through the same university. Francisco 
plans to combine both educational backgrounds to apply 
his planning skills while working as an arborist. Eventu-
ally, he would like to give back by teaching and conduct-
ing research at the university. 

His primary goal in attending the conference was to 
learn from professionals practicing arboriculture, expand research perspectives, 
and learn about forestry and arboriculture practices around the world. “Interacting 
with professionals and other students in the field of arboriculture increases my aca-
demic knowledge,” says Francisco. “Sharing experiences strengthens the network 
and benefits the industry.”

Rich Hauer is a professor of urban forestry at the University of Wisconsin – Stevens 
Point. He became a student of arboriculture and urban forestry 30 years ago and 
attended his first ISA conference as a student 25 years ago.

Sonia Garth is ISA’s public relations and marketing 
manager. 

mailto:sbeaumier@isa-arbor.com
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International Perspective
Arboriculture and Urban Forestry in Trinidad and Tobago: 
A role for US
By Anand B. Persad, PhD, BCE

Background 
Trinidad and Tobago, a former British 
colony and now independent twin is-
land state is the most southerly pair of 
islands in the Caribbean chain. Three 
parallel mountain ranges occur from 
north to south on the larger island of 
Trinidad and native vegetation can be 
found in abundance on the ranges and 
in the valleys and plains in between. 
The vegetation types that occur re-
gionally can be categorized as: Season-
ally deciduous lowland forest, evergreen lowland forest, montane forest, marsh and 
herbaceous marsh, coffee, cocoa and fruit tree plantations and urban forests. The 
government through the Ministry of Agriculture oversees all forest resources of all 
types on public lands including urban green spaces. The Forest Resource Inven-
tory and Management (FRIM) program of the Min. of Agriculture oversees a large 
portion of the urban planning and design and selected parks and some street tree 
installations. The national parks system is well recognized and regular tree mainte-
nance practices occur in the ten national parks throughout the year. Some elements 
of the management system in these public spaces center around risk evaluations 
that are conducted on an ‘as needed’ basis. Several recent cases of fatality and injury 
from tree incidents in public spaces warrant renewed efforts towards concerted 
proactive risk evaluations. There is also a need for more comprehensive and de-
tailed tree inventories.

Research: A way forward for Arboriculture and Urban Forestry
In addition to a needed uptick in risk evaluation efforts and implementing more 
astute tree care protocols, the author is initiating a ‘Train the Trainer’ type exercise 
in late 2015. Further embracing the standards and BMP’s we utilize within ISA in 
Arboriculture in north America and Europe will help local foresters.  One aspect of 
managing urban tropical canopies is the strict avoidance of faster growing, weaker 

trees or trees that will need to be pruned often in spaces with high human traffic. 
A recent study* of wound healing after pruning in 22 tree species used in urban 
spaces in Trinidad revealed that occlusion or healing was 40 % or less after three 
years. Of the species examined, Guava Psidium guajava L., grew fastest, six other 
species, including Tectona grandis wound callus rates were significantly lower com-
pared to all other species. These trees may not be ideal plant material for sites that 
need frequent pruning such as pedestrian walkways, but may provide a fast grow-
ing canopy cover where shade is needed as in a park. Overall canopy health scores 
in heavily managed vegetation was not significantly different from that of foliage at 
unmanaged sites in similar conditions. While tree canopies may appear   healthy, 
several study trees had stem issues, while some had basal root crown issues that 
became evident, only after ground vegetation was removed. Specialized programs 
based on tree condition, basal area examinations at the soil line and thorough site 
evaluations thus are very important here. Additional strategies that center on ‘right 
tree right place’ should be sought in planning for restoration activities and sustain-
able maintenance practices.  

Towards formal 
arboriculture
The Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) 
of the United Nations 
in 1997 conducted 
arboricultural training 
programs that amongst 
other tree-care related 
skillsets demonstrated 
proper pruning.  Fast 
growth rates coupled 
with year round grow-
ing seasons contribute to 
canopies in most tropical plant species, which are in need of annual management 
especially in high urban traffic areas. Frequent pruning of branches and foliage for 
crown reduction and for thinning canopies is widely practiced as a viable strategy 
to maintaining tropical green spaces. Constant prevailing winds from the NE trades 
and regular wind events exacerbate the need for prudent pruning practices. The 
successes of the FAO effort have dwindled with time and utilization of established 
standards is not widespread. 
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Still a fledging science
Risk evaluations, proper maintenance of existing canopies and restoration after 
removals need to be guided here by knowledge best gained by coupling what we 
know with the answers we obtain from research that needs to be done. In many 
respects the care of urban trees is beginning to gain community recognition at the 
national level. The tide is turning to embrace a healthy urban tree canopy. In a land 
of constant sunshine, urbanization has made shade trees a much needed resource. 
The presence of a well-kept urban canopy will lend comfort to a community that is 
increasingly becoming sensitized to the importance of trees. The managers of the 
public green spaces are also understanding that their role is evolving and the trees 
and canopies of yesterday need to be preserved while ensuring public safety.

Our role at ISA and AREA 
Arboriculture may be 
a fledgling science here 
and the continued role 
of the author and others 
in moving Arboricul-
ture and Urban Forestry 
along will no doubt 
increase in the future. 
The role of AREA 
and the ISA remains 
cornerstone. In building 
new bridges, we can 
help with the transfer of 
Arboricultural knowl-
edge and the guidance 

of research programs in the sunny islands down south.

*Development of Sustainable Strategies in Urban Tropical Vegetation Management:  An 

Examination of Pruning Practices in Trinidad and Tobago West Indies: Presented at the 

AREA sessions; ISA annual meeting Aug 9th  –Aug 12th 2015 Orlando FL. USA- Anand 

Persad

Anand B. Persad, attended University of Florida, Gainesville for his postdoctorate 
specializing in Invasive Species, Insect Molecular Genetics, Hi-Fidelity PCR. from 

AREA IS NOW ON FACEBOOK!!
Join our AREA page today!

Based on the feedback from the AREA meeting, we are excited to announce 
our new AREA facebook page.  Learn about the latest happenings, job post-
ings, events, reseawrch, and more. Share informatoin 
with others in the abroriulture comminuity.  

Visit us today!!

2001-2003, Doctorate; invertebrate Ecology/ Entomology, The University of the 
West Indies (UWI), St. Augustine, Trinidad, WI. 2000 MSc. Level accreditation in 
Applied Entomology and Advanced Statistics, UWI 2000 BSc. Natural Sciences, 
Department of Life Sciences, The University of the West Indies, St Augustine, Trini-
dad, 1992.  Anand currently works as a Researcher/ Lecturer for Davey Institute. 
Current activity includes invasive species research, ecology and planning urban 
landscapes; vertebrate and invertebrate interactions with community green spaces.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1628432797433801/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1628432797433801/
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The Cost of Not Maintaining Trees
By Andrew Koeser

In mid-March, the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), Florida Urban 
Forestry Council, and the ISA-Florida Chapter teamed up to host a two-day sym-
posium titled "The Cost of Not Maintaining Trees," held at the University of South 
Florida's Patel College of Global Sustainability in Tampa, FL. 

This symposium brought together the world's leading experts on arboriculture, 
urban forestry, and utility vegetation management to discuss the economic, social, 
and ecological values of maintaining trees in the urban landscape. 

Nearly 200 attendees comprised of arborists, city managers, environmental con-
sultants, natural resource professionals, and urban foresters came together to learn 
more about the latest research regarding tree maintenance, urban forest inventory 
and management, and their impact on the benefits and services provided by trees 
and the urban forest.

Over 15 vendors sponsored the event, including UF/IFAS's Center for Landscape 
Conservation and Ecology. Two CLCE faculty members— Drs. Andrew Koeser 
and Ed Gilman—were also there, presenting on topics related to their expertise. Dr. 
Gilman gave a presentation on "Structural Pruning Using ANSI Pruning Methods," 
while Dr. Koeser participated in a breakout session entitled "Total Cost Analysis: 
From Seedling to Tree and Beyond."

A recurring message communicated among guest speakers was that the economic 
cost of proper tree management and maintenance can provide benefits of tree 
health and longevity that extend far beyond the monetary investments made to 
obtain them, with additional returns in the form of energy savings, air pollution 
removal, carbon storage and sequestration, increased water quality and availability, 
human health (e.g. reduced stress), commerce, and wildlife habitat.

According to Dr. Koeser, "This conference was a tremendous educational oppor-
tunity for the state's tree care professionals. With the support from our sponsors 
and through the combined efforts of the event partners (including the University 
of Florida), we were able to bring in A-list researchers and experts from around the 
world."

Following the symposium, presenters were invited to participate in a one-day re-
search summit to identify and prioritize research questions related to the theme of 
the costs and benefits of trees and their care. A summary paper of these discussions 
will be published in the journal Arboriculture & Urban Forestry.

Recordings
Presentations were grouped into four recordings, earch approximately 1.5 hours. 
For example, "Morning Part 1" is a recording of all the presentations that occurred 
before the morning break. If you would like to jump from one presentation to 
another within the playback window, click on the small "i" icon at the bottom right-
hand corner of the screen to see the list of presenters and their presentation title. 

Recordings of the talks are available at: http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/clce/
news/urban-tree-symposium.html

For more information about the symposium please visit the ISA website, or contact 
Dr. Andrew Koeser (akoeser@ufl.edu). 

http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/clce/
mailto:akoeser@ufl.edu


Q U A R T E R L Y 

E - N E W S L E T T E R

1 0

Upcoming Events

Environmental Concerns in Rights-of-Way Magnagement 
11th Symposium
20-23  September 2015 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
For details, see: http: //www.rights-of-way.org

Tree Injection Symposium
23-24  September 2015 
St. Louis, Missouri, United States
For details, see: http://tcia.org/events/event/tree-injection-symposium-st-louis-mo

ISA Leadership Workshop
13-16 October 2015
Champaign, Illinois, United States
For details, see: http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/eventsCalendar/index?aspx/
ID=3499

Kentucky Arborist Association (KAA) Annual  Conference 
22-23 October 2015
Covington, Kentucky, United States
For details, see: http://www.ky-isa.org/

Tour des Trees 
25-31 October 2015
Florida, United States
For details, see: http://stihltourdestrees.org 

Society of Municipal Arborists 51st Annual Conference 
25-31 October 2015
Denver, Colorado, United States 
For details, see: http://www.urban-foresty.com/

2nd International Conference on Urban Tree Diversity 
22-24 February 2016
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
For details, see: http://urbantreediversity.org/

Urban Forests and Sustainability International Symposium 
29 May- 4 June 2016
Shenyang, China
For details, see: http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/eventsCalendar/index.aspx?id=3471

2016 ITCC Championship 
2-3 April 2016
San Antonio, Texas, United States
For details, see: http://www.itcc-isa.com/

2016 Annual International Conference and Trade Show 
8-12 August  2016
Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, United States
For details, see: http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx

http://www.rights-of-way.org
http://tcia.org/events/event/tree-injection-symposium-st-louis-mo
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/eventsCalendar/index?aspx/
http://www.ky-isa.org/
http://stihltourdestrees.org
http://www.urban-foresty.com/
http://urbantreediversity.org/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/eventsCalendar/index.aspx?id=3471
http://www.itcc-isa.com/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx
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Job Postings
LECTURER IN ARBORICULTURE & URBAN FORESTRY
Department of Environmental Conservation
University of Massachusetts Amherst

The Department of Environmental Conservation at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst (http://eco.umass.edu/) seeks applications for 
a full-time (9-month academic-year) non-tenure-track appointment 
as Lecturer in Arboriculture & Urban Forestry. The initial appoint-
ment will be for two years but is renewable based on performance 
and program need.

The position will emphasize undergraduate teaching, utilizing active 
learning strategies. Candidates should care deeply about undergradu-
ate education in Arboriculture & Urban Forestry, and be a teacher, 
mentor, and scientist whose interests are broad and support the 
pedagogy that allows students to gain the ability to analyze and solve 
problems.

Teaching responsibilities include four to five courses annually.  Of 
these, some will be classes in the current Arboriculture & Urban 
Forestry curriculum (http://eco.umass.edu/degree-programs/under-
graduate-programs/natural-resources-conservation/urban-forestry-
arboriculture-concentration/) as well as a new course(s) in their field 
of specialization to complement the curriculum. Additional respon-
sibilities include management of the undergraduate program in 
Arboriculture & Urban Forestry, including advising students in the 
two- and four-year degree programs; student recruiting on and off 
campus; maintaining student academic record files; interacting with 
the honors program and Registrar’s Office to manage degree require-
ments; and organizing and maintaining information for majors 
concerning scholarships, internships and career opportunities. We 
expect the candidate to work closely with relevant trade and profes-
sional associations to enhance continuing education opportunities 
for professionals and facilitate student recruitment and training. 

Work outside of regular hours (2-3 times per semester) is required to as-
sist with Campus Open House activities and outreach; summer teaching 
opportunities may be available. 

Candidates must have a Master’s, a Ph.D. is preferred, in Arboriculture, 
Urban Forestry or other closely related field. Relevant professional expe-
rience in this field is required, preferably certification in commercial or 
utility Arboriculture. Candidates should demonstrate expertise in one 
or more of the following fields: transplanting, fertilizing, pruning, sup-
port systems, tree risk assessment, integrated vegetation management, 
tree appraisal, benefits of trees, urban forest management, or human 
dimensions. A candidate must demonstrate excellence in oral and written 
communications; teaching (university level is desirable); interdisciplinary 
problem-solving; and the ability to transfer knowledge and technology 
from the research lab into practice.

The successful candidate will be creative and demonstrate a team-player 
attitude. S/he must have a commitment to collaboration between faculty, 
students, staff, and partners in industry and government. The successful 
candidate will serve, as do all other faculty, as a mentor to minorities and 
other underrepresented groups within the Department.  The University of 
Massachusetts Amherst places special emphases on faculty-student inter-
action and a commitment to teach and attract a diverse student body.
APPLICATION:  Earliest start date is January 17, 2016.  Review of appli-
cations will begin August 31, 2015.  The position will remain open until 
filled.  Applicants should submit curriculum vitae, statements of teaching 
and extension goals, and the names, addresses and contact information of 
three references.  Materials must be submitted online to:
http://umass.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp?JOBID=61903 

Specific questions about this search can be directed to:
 Brian Kane, Chair (bkane@eco.umass.edu)

http://eco.umass.edu/
http://eco.umass.edu/degree-programs/under-graduate-programs/natural-resources-conservation/urban-forestry-arboriculture-concentration/
http://eco.umass.edu/degree-programs/under-graduate-programs/natural-resources-conservation/urban-forestry-arboriculture-concentration/
http://eco.umass.edu/degree-programs/under-graduate-programs/natural-resources-conservation/urban-forestry-arboriculture-concentration/
http://eco.umass.edu/degree-programs/under-graduate-programs/natural-resources-conservation/urban-forestry-arboriculture-concentration/
http://eco.umass.edu/degree-programs/under-graduate-programs/natural-resources-conservation/urban-forestry-arboriculture-concentration/
http://umass.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp?JOBID=61903
mailto:bkane@eco.umass.edu
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Assistant Professor – Geospatial Analytics: Resilient 
Communities and Natural Resources 
University of Florida School of Forest Resources and Conservation (SFRC), 
Gainesville, Florida

12-month position with tenure accruing in the SFRC and joint appointments in the 
Program for Resources Efficient Communities and Center for Landscape Conserva-
tion and Ecology. The assigned responsibilities will be 60% research (Florida Agricul-
tural Experiment Station) and 40% extension (Florida Cooperative Extension Service), 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, at the University of Florida. This is one of 
four advertised positions in a multidisciplinary cohort that will work together and with 
other scientists to address issues related to environmentally resilient, resource efficient 
land use and community planning. In research, the faculty member will develop active, 
successful, nationally recognized and externally funded programs in the use of geospa-
tial sciences to enhance community resilience and urban natural resource conservation. 
In extension, the emphasis will be on collaborating with land development, community 
management and natural resource professionals in both the public and private sectors to 
quantify impacts associated with specific land use patterns, land management plans and 
mixed-use community proposals. The faculty member will teach one class per year. A 
doctorate in Urban Regional Planning; Geography; Forest Resources; Geomatics; Engi-
neering; or other discipline is required.  Skills and experience directly related to geo-
spatial analytics are essential and their applications in land, community and/or natural 
resource development, sustainability and/or resilience are highly desirable. For questions 
about the position, contact Dr Michael Andreu, mandreu@ufl.edu. To apply go online to 
http://explore.jobs.ufl.edu/cw/en-us/job/493118.

The University of Florida is an equal employment opportunity employer.

ISA Headquarters Position
Director of Educational Goods and Services

Summary
The Director of Educational Goods and Services ensures that ISA provides profes-
sional, internationally-recognized arboriculture and urban forestry educational 
content, curriculum, materials, and programming—in a variety of mediums—to 
advance the science of arboriculture and improve tree care practices. This director 
position leads efforts and bears ultimate responsibility for protecting ISA’s reputa-
tion as the primary source of high-quality, science-based, peer-reviewed technical 
content for ISA members, credential holders, and the arboriculture industry.

The director is responsible for the development and execution of organizational 
initiatives within the educational goods and services department and oversees 
instructional design and curriculum development, publications, conference 
programming, industry best management practices, and technical support for a 
variety of stakeholders. This position requires expertise in instructional develop-
ment, project management, and relationship management.
Education and/or Experience
 » Bachelor’s degree in biological sciences, instructional design, arboriculture, 

urban forestry, curriculum and instruction, biological science education, or a 
related field from an accredited college or university; Master’s degree preferred, 
or at least eight years’ related experience and/or training or equivalent combi-
nation of education and experience.

 » Previous project management and supervisory experience required.
 » Prior project management experience exhibiting superior organizational skills 

and attention to detail is required.
 » Knowledge/involvement/experience with educational development/publica-

tions processes and standards development is preferred.
 » Knowledge of, and experience in the arboriculture profession and industry 

combined with instructional design/development is preferred.
 » Experience working internationally is a plus.
 » ATD Certified Professional in Learning and Performance (CPLP) is a plus.
 » ISA Certified Arborist or BCMA is a plus.

For a full job description or to apply, please visit our website: http://www.isa-arbor.
com/about/staff/staffEmployment.aspx

mailto:mandreu@ufl.edu
http://explore.jobs.ufl.edu/cw/en-us/job/493118
http://www.isa-arbor



